
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN LOVE FORGIVES 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, Nebraska 

September 27, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and hearing assisted devices are available upon request.  Restrooms are located on the north 

side of the main level and in the lower level.  If you have any questions or need assistance with 

anything please ask one of our ushers 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors, or members with contact information 

changes, please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, 

member connect tab, or scan this code.  

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. (1 

Cor. 11:27-29) For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we ask 

that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS or 

ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice. 

 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist Mr. Quinton Corwin 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Pblishing House. All rights reserved, Reprinted under 

OneLicnese.net #A-713578 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org All rights reserved 

 

Cover and series art: corissanelsonart.com 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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THE SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
A  version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church 

OPENING HYMN Ev’ry Morning Mercies New | 580 

1  Ev’ry morning mercies new Fall as fresh as morning dew; 

Ev’ry morning let us pay Tribute with the early day. 

For your mercies, Lord, are sure; Your compassion will endure. 

 

2  Still your kindness and your love Ev’ry day our sins remove; 

Daily, far as east from west, Lift the burden from the breast; 

Give unbought to those who pray Strength to live for you each day. 

 

3  Let our prayers each morn prevail That these gifts may never fail. 

And as we confess our sin And the tempter’s pow’r within, 

Feed us with the bread of life; Fit us for our daily strife. 

 

4  As the morning light returns, As the sun with splendor burns, 

Teach us still to turn to you; With your light our souls renew. 

Then shall we our voices raise In unfailing prayer and praise.  

 

INVOCATION 

 please stand, if able 

 The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

 God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
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failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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 Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

 

 

 

      The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 
O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

 Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, 

loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work, and 

having received forgiveness from you, we may be enabled to forgive each other,  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 50:15-21 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 

Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.”  

16They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded 

us, 17‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, 

because they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the 

God of your father.”  

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down in front of 

him, and they said, “See now, we are your servants.” 19Joseph said to them, “Do not be 

afraid, for am I in the place of God?  

20You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to 

keep many people alive, as it is this day.  

21Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted 

them and spoke to them in a kind way.  (EHV) 

  The word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 4:29-5:2 

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only what is beneficial 

when there is a need to build up others, so that it will be a blessing to those who hear. 
30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, 

along with every kind of malice. 32Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us.  

1Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2And walk in love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (EHV) 

  The word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

   Alleluia. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 

another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Alleluia.   

 

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 

please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 18. 

21Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? As many as seven times?”  

22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven times. 23For 

this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 

servants. 24When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him. 25Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master ordered 

that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt.  

26“Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient 

with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27The master of that servant had pity on him, 

released him, and forgave him the debt.  
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28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 

one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you 

owe!’  

29“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 

pay you back!’ 30But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison until 

he could pay back what he owed.  

31“When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. They 

went and reported to their master everything that had taken place.  

32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt when you begged me to. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 34His master was angry and handed him over to the 

jailers until he could pay back everything he owed.  

35“This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives his 

brother from his heart.” (EHV) 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive | 493 

1  “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

You taught us, Lord, to pray, 

But you alone can grant us grace 

To live the words we say. 

 

2  How can your pardon reach and bless 

The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

Old bitterness depart? 
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3  In blazing light your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us; 

How great our debt to you! 

 

4  Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

And bid resentment cease; 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love 

Our lives will spread your peace. 

SERMON  

           please stand, if able 

NICENE CREED 

      We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
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who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

  be seated 

OFFERING   Please place your offering in the plate in the entry.  

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with his income 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from 

your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the 

pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share 

happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving 

Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the 

sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and 

unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

  

   Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love 

for one another. 

 

  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 

courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us 

strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your 

grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with 

all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good 

institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those 

who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

  

  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  

  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

  

   Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
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Silent prayer. 

  

   Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all 

things through our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we join in praying. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone 

who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. 1Co 11:28-29  (NIV1984)  

    The Lord be with you. 

  

   Lift up your hearts. 
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    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

  

  

  
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to 

strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
  

  

   
 

 O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness | 311 

1  Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; Leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor; There with joy your praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded Has this wondrous supper founded. 

Though he reigns above most holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 

2  Hasten as a bride to meet him, And with loving rev’rence greet him, 

For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before him, Saying, as you there adore him: 

Grant, Lord, that I now receive you, That I nevermore will leave you. 
 

3  He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure, 

But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, Naught would buy the gifts here offered: 

Christ’s true body, for you riven, And his blood, for you once given. 
 

4  Now I kneel before you lowly, Filled with joy most deep and holy, 

As with trembling awe and wonder On your mighty work I ponder, 

How by mystery surrounded, Depths that no one ever sounded. 

None may dare to pierce unbidden Secrets that with you are hidden. 
 

5  Human reason, though it ponders, Cannot fathom these great wonders, 

That Christ’s body must be boundless Since the souls it feeds are countless, 

And that he his blood is giving With the wine we are receiving. 

These great mysteries unsounded Are by God alone expounded. 
 

6  Lord, by love and mercy driven, You have left your throne in heaven 

On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forgo all joy and gladness And to shed your blood in sadness. 

By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving. 
 

7  Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor, Jesus, Friend of friends most tender, 

Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring— 

At your feet I cry, my Maker: Let me be a fit partaker 

Of this blessed food from heaven For our good, your glory, given. 
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8  Jesus, Lord of life, I pray you, Let me gladly here obey you. 

By your love I am invited; Be your love with love requited. 

By this supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

Through the gift of grace you give me As your guest in heav’n receive me. 

THANK THE LORD 

PRAYER 

  

   Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for 

his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of 

your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

  

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.  .  

 

HYMN  O God of Mercy, God of Might | 499 

1  O God of mercy, God of might, In love and mercy infinite, 

Teach us, as ever in your sight, To live our lives to you. 

 

2  You sent your Son for all to die That fallen man might live thereby. 

Oh, hear us, for to you we cry In hope, O Lord, to you. 

 

3  Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: To feel for those his blood has bought, 

That ev’ry deed and word and thought May work a work for you. 

 

4  All are redeemed, both far and wide, Since Jesus Christ for all has died; 

Grant us the will, and grace provide, To love them all in you. 

 

5  In sickness, sorrow, want, or care May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there Give help as though to you. 

 

6  And may your Holy Spirit move All those who live to live in love 

Till you receive in heav’n above All those who lived for you. 
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Communion Procedure 

• Elders usher communicants into the center aisle, single file, 6ft. apart 

• Communicants approach the Pastor who will be in the center aisle in front of the altar, one 

by one.  

• Communicants receive and eat the bread, then receive and drink the wine from the Pastor 

who speaks the words “This is Christ’s body given for you,” “this is Christ’s blood shed for 

you.”  

• After receiving the bread and wine together with the body and blood, communicants return 

to their seats, either to the right or left according to the side they came from. Empty cups 

are placed in the baskets as usual. 

• After all have communed, the pastor speaks the words of dismissal and the Nunc Dimittis is 

sung. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Sunday school, Youth and adult Bible Class,10:30 AM Worship with 

Communion 

  Evangelism Committee meets 

Wednesday: 7 PM Online Bible Study – Politics Is Driving Me Crazy 

Saturday: 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study in Utica. 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Sunday school, Youth and adult Bible Class,10:30 AM Worship  

  4 PM NELHS Fall Concert followed by Association meeting. 

   

A box of masks is provided on the bureau in the entry for anyone who is more comfortable 

wearing a mask during worship. 

 
Please remember social distancing if you stay and visit after church. 

 

Good Day, Trinity Lutheran Grade School has provided a Christ-centered education since 1979, 

and continues to operate through the generosity of those Christians who are moved to 

support the school with their time, talents, treasures, and prayers. At this time, if you are so 

moved, there are some areas where we could use some additional support. We have a 

School Supplemental Fund to smooth out the ups and downs of income throughout the 

year. This fund allows us to ensure that our staff and bills are paid without worrying about 

our bottom line. Any financial gifts may be sent directly to Trinity. If you are unable to 

support Trinity with extra financial gifts, we can also use your time and talents. So feel free to 

contact us about using those blessings as well. Above all, a prayer said on our behalf is 

always welcome and needed. You can reach Richard Owen III with any offers of assistance at 

rowen3@trinitylutheranwaco.com or (989) 414-0063 

 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 90, Facebook live 2, Bible Class 10, Youth 13, 

Sunday School 1. Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,870.30, Given Sept. 13: 2,000.15, Sept. 20: 

1,868.05, Trinity: 45.00, NELHS 25.00, MLC Help 250.00.   To God be the glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
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