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Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church  | York, NE 
December 25, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals and 

hearing assisted devices are available upon request.  Restrooms are located on the north side of 

the main level and in the lower level.  If you have any questions or need assistance with anything 

please ask one of our ushers. 

  

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes, 

please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member 

connect tab, or scan this code. 

 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Worship Materials 

  

The order of service and the hymns for today are printed for you in this folder.  “Christian 

Worship:  A Lutheran Hymnal” which is normally in the hymnal rack on the back of each pew has 

been temporarily removed to help protect against passing the Corona Virus. Watching the theme 

and passage on the screen may help you prepare for worship.  

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist Mr. Quinton Corwin 

 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

All copyrighted material reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713578 reprint and podcast license.  

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org.  Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern 

Publishing House. 

Art: corissanelsonart.com 

 

 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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HYMN Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 

1  Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 

Refrain: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2  God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father. 

Refrain 
 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. 

Refrain 
 

4  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. 

Refrain 

  
   STAND 

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  You have set your 

glory above the Heavens. 

 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his 

understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made 

the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the night. 

+ ORDER OF SERVICE + 
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 Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 

 But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from us, 

so that he will not hear.  We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we walk 

in deep shadows.  We look for deliverance, but it is far away. 

 For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses 

are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins. 

 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not 

always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins 

deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised. 

 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 

Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days 

Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be 

called: The Lord our Righteousness.” 

 Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

 Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever.  Alleluia! 

HYMN  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH | 63 

 1  Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
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Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

3  Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from 

our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 Amen. 
 

     BE SEATED 
 

FIRST LESSON                         Isaiah 52:7-10 
  

The “beautiful feet” of God’s messengers are privileged to bring  

 the good news of redemption, “the salvation of our God.”  

7 How beautiful on the mountains  

    are the feet of those who bring good news,  

    who proclaim peace,  

    who bring good tidings,  

    who proclaim salvation,  

    who say to Zion,  

    "Your God reigns!"  

 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;  

    together they shout for joy.  

    When the LORD returns to Zion,  

    they will see it with their own eyes.  
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 9 Burst into songs of joy together,  

    you ruins of Jerusalem,  

    for the LORD has comforted his people,  

    he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

 10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm  

    in the sight of all the nations,  

    and all the ends of the earth will see  

    the salvation of our God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                      PSALM 98 
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SECOND LESSON                   Hebrews 1:1-9 
  

The writer to the Hebrews describes the Christ-child: God himself 

made flesh for the purification of sins and the rule of righteousness. 

1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 

Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 

universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation 

of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
4So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited 

is superior to theirs.  

5For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

  "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"?  

Or again,  

  "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  

6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  

  "Let all God's angels worship him." 7In speaking of the angels he says,  

  "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire."  

8But about the Son he says,  

  "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,  

   and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.  
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  

   therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions  

   by anointing you with the oil of joy." 
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VERSE OF THE DAY          Galatians 4:4,5a 
  

Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. 

   ♫ Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn! (CW 49) 

A Savior unto us is born, 

The Christ, the Lord of glory. 

His lowly birth in Bethlehem 

The angels from on high proclaim 

And sing redemption’s story. 

My soul, Extol God’s great favor; Bless him ever 

      For salvation. Give him praise and adoration. 

 

     STAND 

 

GOSPEL John 1:1-14 

  
From the Word at creation to the light-shining-in-darkness of Isaiah to the preparatory work of  

John the Baptizer, St. John points to Jesus as the glory of the Lord, full of grace and truth.  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.  

3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as 

a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 

believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 

world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his 

own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's 

will, but born of God.  
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14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 

his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 
     BE SEATED 

 
HYMN   CHRIST THE LORD TO US IS BORN | 59 

1  Christ the Lord to us is born, Alleluia! 

On this joyous Christmas morn, Alleluia! 

Refrain: 

Of a virgin lowly, He, the King most holy, 

Born this day to save us. 

 

2  Prophesied in days of old, Alleluia! 

God has sent him as foretold, Alleluia! 

Refrain 

 

3  Our poor human form he took, Alleluia! 

Realms of heaven he forsook, Alleluia! 

Refrain 

 

4  God has saved us through his Son, Alleluia! 

Conquered lies the evil one, Alleluia! 

Refrain 

 

SERMON John 1 

 
     STAND 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH - Luther’s Explanation of The Second Article 



10 | P a g e  

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 

silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and 

death. 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and 

serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as 

he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

     BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

  
     STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior 

has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your 

Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

 Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

 What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth 

and lying in a manger. 

 Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 

Savior. 

 In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that 

Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad 

the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of 

the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and 

heard concerning the child. 

 Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and 

every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

 Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Lord, we pray in your name and as you taught. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
     BE SEATED 

HYMN  NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE | 34 

1  Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 
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2  Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee! 
 

3  Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 

Death o’er us had reigned Through sin and vanity; 

He for us obtained Eternal joy on high. 

May we praise him there! May we praise him there! 
 

4  Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all his saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 
  

    STAND 

 

PRAYER 

 Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 

your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

 Amen. 

LUKE 2 (read by all) 

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 

Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 

 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 

unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 

and lineage of David:) 

 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
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 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

should be delivered. 

 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the 

inn. 

 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 

 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 

of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord. 

 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a manger. 

 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, 

 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 

the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 

this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

 16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in 

a manger. 

 17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 

told them concerning this child. 

 18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds. 

 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. (Lk. 2:1-20 KJV) 
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BLESSING 

 May he who by his incarnation  

 gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, 

 fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge  

 of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.  

 And the blessing of God Almighty  

 — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit —  

 be upon you and remain with you always. 

 Amen. 

HYMN JOY TO THE WORD | 62 

 1  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3  No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4  He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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