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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, NE 

January 17, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and hearing assist devices are available upon request.  Restrooms are located on the north 

side of the main level and in the lower level.  If you have any questions or need assistance 

with anything please ask one of our ushers. 

 

VISITORS or members with contact information changes, please fill out 

our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member connect tab, or 

scan this code.  

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Worship Materials 

The order of service and the hymns for today are printed for you in this folder.  “Christian 

Worship:  A Lutheran Hymnal” which is normally in the hymnal rack on the back of each pew 

has been temporarily removed to help protect against passing the Corona Virus. Watching 

the theme and passage on the screen may help you prepare for worship.      

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist   

 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org.  

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House, Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713578. 

Cover www.corissanelsonart.com 

 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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DIVINE SERVICE II 

Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  

OPENING HYMN Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain | 514 

1  Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism’s doctrine plain 

As Luther taught the Word of truth In simple style to tender youth. 

 

2  Help us your holy law to learn, To mourn our sin and from it turn 

In faith to you and to your Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

 

3  Hear us, dear Father, when we pray For needed help from day to day 

That as your children we may live, Whom you in baptism did receive. 

 

4  Lord, when we fall or go astray, Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 

And through the sacrament increase Our faith till we depart in peace. 

INVOCATION1 

 please stand, if able 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

CONFESSION 

 Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

 Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins of choice, For the evil I have done and the 

good I have failed to do, You should cast me away from your presence forever.  O 

Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

 
1 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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ABSOLUTION2 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY3  

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 

sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 

we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 Amen. 

 

 
2 The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23. 
3 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses 

in the Christian church.) 
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GLORY BE TO GOD4  Tune | 84 

All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 
 

Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
 

O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that 

your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of 

Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 
4 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin. 

“Glory to God in the Highest” has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century. (Lk 2:14) 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Moses spoke as follows: 

    Now this is the body of commands, and these are the statutes and the ordinances that 

the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, so you may carry them out in the land 

to which you are crossing over to receive as a possession, 2so that you may fear the LORD 

your God by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I am commanding to 

you, as well as to your children and grandchildren, all the days of your life, and so that 

your days may be long.  
    3Listen, O Israel, and be conscientious about doing those things, so it may go well for 

you and so you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the 

LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. 4Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God. The 

LORD is one! 5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your might. 6These words that I am commanding you today are to be on your heart. 
7Teach them diligently to your children, and speak about them when you sit in your 

house and when you walk on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie 

them as a sign on your wrists, and they will serve as symbols on your forehead. 9Write 

them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates. (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 78 
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O my people, hear my teaching;* 

listen to the words of my mouth. 
 

I will utter things from of old,* 

what we have heard and what our fathers have told us. 
 

We will not hide them from our children;* 

we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD. 
 

Refrain 
 

The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob* 

and established the law in Israel, 
 

so the next generation would know them,* 

and they in turn would tell their children. 
 

Then they would put their trust in God* 

and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON  2 Peter 1:5 12; 3:17-18 

    5And, for this very reason, after applying every effort, add moral excellence to your 

faith. To moral excellence, add knowledge. 6To knowledge, add self-control. To self-

control, add patient endurance. To patient endurance, add godliness. 7To godliness, add 

brotherly affection. And to brotherly affection, add love. 8For if you have these qualities 

and they are increasing, they are going to keep you from being idle or unfruitful in 

regard to your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9Indeed, the person who lacks these 

qualities is shortsighted and, in fact, blind, because he has forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his old sins.  
 10Therefore, brothers, be more eager to make your calling and election sure for 

yourselves. For if you do these things, you will never stumble. 11In fact, in this way you 
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will be richly supplied with an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  
 12That is why I intend always to keep reminding you of these things, even though you 

already know them and are established in the truth you now have. 

 
 17Therefore, dear friends, since you already know these things, be on your guard so 

that you do not fall from your own firm position by being led astray through the error of 

the wicked. 18Instead grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be the glory, both now and forever. Amen.  (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY   

 Alleluia. Continue in the things you have learned and about which you have become 

convinced. You know from whom you learned them and that from infancy you have 

known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus.  Alleluia. 

GOSPEL5  John 1:43-51 

 please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to John chapter 1. 

       Glory be to you, O Lord. 

 43The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.  
 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about 

in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.”  
 46Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”  

“Come and see!” Philip told him.  
 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Truly, here is an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  

 
5 The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our 

King. 
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 48Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”  

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  
 49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!”  
 50Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree. You 

will see greater things than that!” 51Then he added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

(EHV) 

      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY One Thing’s Needful | 290 

1  One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard. 

Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 

No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 

This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain. 
 

2  How were Mary’s thoughts devoted Her eternal joy to find 

As intent each word she noted, At her Savior’s feet reclined. 

How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling, 

While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing; 

All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord 

And found her contentment in hearing his Word. 
 

3  Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, Jesus, can be found in you. 

Let me find in you my pleasure; Make my will and actions true, 

Humility there and simplicity reigning, 

In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training. 

If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine, 

The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine. 

SERMON 2 Peter 

 
     please stand, if able. 
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APOSTLE’S CREED6 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

       the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 be seated 

OFFERING:  Please place your offering in the plate in the entry.     

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money 

 in keeping with his income.   1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
6 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, 

equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 
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 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our 

world to save us from sin and death. 

 You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

 Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and 

teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

 You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to 

those doomed to death. 

 Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news 

of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your 

name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

 Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

 Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you 

and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that 

they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick 

and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full 

light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Speak, O Lord | 735 

1  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  

To receive the food of your Holy Word.  

Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  

Shape and fashion us in your likeness  

That the light of Christ might be seen today  

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  

All your purposes for your glory. 
 

2  Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  

Holy reverence, true humility.  

Test our thoughts and our attitudes  

In the radiance of your purity.  

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  

Your majestic love and authority.  

Words of pow’r that can never fail,  

Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

3  Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  

That will echo down through eternity.  

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  

And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  

Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  

And you fill the earth with your glory. 
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PRAYER 

 Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 

your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen. 

BLESSING7 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

     Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN Lord, Speak to Us that We May Speak | 561 

 

1  Lord, speak to us that we may speak 

In living echoes of your tone. 

As you have sought, so let us seek 

Your straying children, lost and lone. 
 

2  Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead 

The wand’ring and the wav’ring feet. 

Oh, feed us, Lord, that  we may feed 

Your hung’ring ones with manna sweet. 
 

3  Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach 

The precious truths which you impart, 

And wing our words that they may reach 

The hidden depths of many a heart. 
 

 

 
7 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they 

will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 
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4  Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, 

Until our very hearts o’erflow 

In kindling thought and glowing word 

Your love to tell, your praise to show. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 10:30 Worship 

 Church Council 

 Bible Information Class 

 

Wednesday: 7:00 PM Online Bible Study 

 

Saturday: 10:30 AM Bible Information Class 

 

Sunday: 10:30 Worship – Mission Festival 

 

 

Next Sunday we will be celebrating Mission Festival. We will celebrate with a mission 

emphasis in our regular service. There is a special envelope in your box today that you may 

use if you want to give a designated gift to missions.  

 

Thanks to all who came to the voters meeting last week and who have volunteered to work 

on some plans for the future. The voters agreed that NELHS should continue to study the 

idea of NELHS and Bethel sharing a Campus Pastor/Pastor and bring back more details 

before a final decision is made by Bethel/Grace/NELHS.  

 

Special thanks to all who stayed last Sunday and helped take down the Christmas 

decorations. You service to the Lord and the congregation is greatly appreciated. 

 

We ask the members of the church council to meet briefly after church to discuss having an 

information meeting on February 7th after church. The topic would be a discussion of the 

offer to share a campus pastor with NELHS. 

 

 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

 

 

  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 79. Facebook Live 4, Clicks 25. Faithlife Audio/Slide 

Service 10, Online Bible Class 0. Offerings:  For operating expenses, Given: 3,036.15. Needed: 

2,870.30, MLC Help 250.00. To God be the glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
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