CONNECTED TO PEACE

The Second Sunday of Easter



Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church | York, NE

April 11,2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today. Large print hymnals
and hearing assisted devices are available upon request. Restrooms are located on the north
side of the main level and in the lower level. If you have any questions or need assistance
with anything, please ask one of our ushers.

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes,
please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member
connect tab, or scan this code.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Worship Materials

The order of service and the hymns for today are printed for you in this folder and displayed
on the screen. They are also in "Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal” which is in the
hymnal rack on the back of each pew. Watching the theme and passage on the screen may
help you prepare for worship.

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Organist Mr. Quinton Corwin

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-713578 print and
podcast license.

Scripture quotations The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project.
All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org. All rights reserved

Cover and theme illustrations: www.corissanelsonart.com.
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THE COMMON SERVICE

“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. It became the service
commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America. It is also in CW pg. 15.

OPENING HYMN

1 See this wonder in the making:
God himself this child is taking
As a lamb safe in his keeping,

His to be, awake or sleeping.

2 Miracle each time it happens
As the door to heaven opens
And the Father beams, "Beloved,
Heir of gifts a king would covet!”

3 Far more tender than a mother,
Far more caring than a father,
God, into your arms we place him,

With your love and peace embrace him.

4 Here we bring a child of nature;
Home we take a newborn creature,
Now God's precious son or daughter,
Born again by Word and water.

Please remain seated

]

Ml

And also with you.

See This Wonder in the Making | 300

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
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Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our
parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God



and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on
the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us
a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall what baptism
means for our daily lives as we speak these words:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow

and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also
means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness
and purity forever.

As baptized children of God we confess our sins:

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, |
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have
brought Stella to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that
God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of
God's Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the
devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe.

The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says:

Stella Lea Springborn | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
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The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God
strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with
you.

stand

EXHORTATION

[M]  Brothers and sisters in Christ:

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian
love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever
manner possible so that Stella may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing
to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength.

O]

Yes, as God gives me strength.

M Let us pray:

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you offer
and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as
the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with special favor
on Stella and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may grow in faith and
godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been
baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus
our Lord.

Amen

SONG OF PRAISE

Refrain
##:3:}0:” : S S S R R
R e e e e e e
Q) ! | J - [#k
This is the feast of  vic-to-ry for our God,
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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| Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, Whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis - dom, and strength, And
3 Sing with all  the peo - ple of God, And
4 Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - ry, and might Be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain Has be -
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join in the hymn of all <cre - a - tion.
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - men.
gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia!
Final Refrain
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Al -le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Text:

Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Tune:

All rights reserved. Used by permssion.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

[M]  The Lord be with you.

C: And al - so with you.
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John W. Arthur, 1922-80. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved.

FESTIVAL CANTICLE (Irregular with Refrain) Richard W, Hillert, b. 1923. © 1975, 1988 Richard Hillert.
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Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of
peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament and banish our fears with the
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Acts 3:12-20

12When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed
at this? Why are you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this
man walk? *The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you. *You killed the Author of Life, whom God raised from the
dead. We are witnesses of this. "®And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of
Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

7"Now brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. ®But in
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that
his Christ would suffer. "*Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, ?°so
that refreshing times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send
Jesus, the Christ appointed for you. (EHV)

[M] The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:12-22

2Now if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how is it that some
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? '3If there is no resurrection of
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the dead, not even Christ has been raised. *And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is pointless, and your faith is pointless too. "*Then we are even guilty of giving
false testimony about God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom
he did not raise, if it were true that the dead are not raised. 'For if the dead are not
raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins. ®Then it also follows that those who fell asleep in Christ
perished. "If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of
all.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 2'For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is going
to come by a man. ??For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be made
alive. (EHV)

[M] The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.
(CW 154 v. 5)

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name.

Come, let us praise the living God,

Joyfully sing to our Savior.

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name.

GOSPEL John 20:19-31
please stand, if able

[M]  The Gospel according to John chapter 20.

| | |
a=——e = =~
C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!
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90n the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind
locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said
to them, “Peace be with you!" 2°After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, | am
also sending you."” 2?After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. *Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 2°So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!"

But he said to them, "Unless | see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into
the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

6After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said.
>’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand
and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not
written in this book. 3'But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (EHV)

[M] This is the Gospel of the Lord.

[a p— '
[T — | | | [ N i |
@ E ! | | i |
o

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
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eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY O Sons and Daughters of the King | 165 v. 4-8

4 That night th’ apostles met in fear;
Among them came their Lord most dear
And said, "Peace be unto you here.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 When Thomas afterwards had heard
That Jesus had fulfilled his word,

He doubted if it were the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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6 "Thomas, behold my side,” said he,
“My hands, my feet, my body see;
And doubt not, but believe in me.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
"You are my Lord and God,” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

8 Blessed are they that have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been;
In life eternal they shall reign.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
SERMON John 20:21-30

please stand, if able

OFFERTORY
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from me. Re-store un - to me the joy of your sal-va -
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tion, and wup-hold me with your free Spir-it. A - men.
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be seated

OFFERING The offering plate will not be passed — please place your offering in the plate

located in the entry or make use of our options for online giving.

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a

sum of money in keeping with his income.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M)

O]

E @ E

O]

m]

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.

Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue
the lost.

Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and
grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your
redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory.

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and
glory and praise.

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to
those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our
talents, and our treasures.

Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering
and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope
of eternal life.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we
come before you and say:
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Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone
who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself. 1Co 11:28-29 (NIV1984)

Children who come forward with their parents will receive a blessing

[M]  The Lord be with you.

n |l
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C: And al - so with you.

[M]  Lift up your hearts.

V.
Y
C: We lift them up un - to the Lord.




[M]  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

n| S
[ AR | [ — I |
C: It is good and right so to do.

[M]  Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and
we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover
Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection
restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

N | | | | ~
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C: Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho -1ly Lord God of heav-en-ly hosts:
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -san -
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na, ho-san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is he, bless - ed is he, bless -ed is he who
I
: b 1 i \ 2 i
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -san -
O : pr— f p— r—f’I"| Py i |
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na, ho -san - na, ho -san-na in the high - est
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[M]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my +
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

0
7 S s S ———
W
C: A - men.
LAMB OF GOD
fa] I ' A — p— }
[ I p— | | 1 | | |
.) | | | lE |
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
BN —] |
G e s, e 4 o ——
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have mer-cy on us. (0] Christ, Lamb of God,
fa) \ — el ) \ )
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b
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you take a -way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;

1 | | | ] | | | | | i |
7 P o |
W e i—i e 1

grant us your peace. A - men.
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands | 720

720 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
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1 Christ Je - sus lay in death’s strong
2 No son of man could con - quer
3 Christ Je - sus, God’s own Son, came
4 It was a strange and dread - ful
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stands And  brings us life from heav -
earth, And there - fore death had brought
crown From death’s pale brow for - ev -
life; The  reign of death was end -
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er. Stripped of  pow’r, no more it reigns;
ed. Ho - ly Scrip - ture plain - ly says
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And sing to  God right thank - ful -
And ev - er  grew more strong and
An emp - ty  form a - lone re -
That death is swal - lowed up by
—0 ﬁ i i = l I X
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ly Loud songs of al - le - Iu -
bold And  held us as its cap -
mains; Its sting 18 lost for - ev -
death. Its sting is lost for - ev -
A H I A
F . = —F— 1:
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ial Al-1le - Iu - ial Al -1le - lu - ial
tive. Al-le - lu - ial Al -1le - lu - ial
er. Al-1le - Iu - ial Al -1le - lu - ial
er. Al-1le - Iu - ial Al -1le - lu - ial
5 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 6 So let us keep the festival
Whom God so freely gave us; To which the Lord invites us;
He died on the accursed tree — Christ is himself the joy of all,
So strong his love—to save us. The sun that warms and lights us.
See, his blood now marks our door; Now his grace to us imparts
Faith points to it; death passes o’er, Eternal sunshine to our hearts;
And Satan cannot harm us. The night of sin is ended.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 Then let us feast this Easter Day
On Christ, the bread of heaven;
The Word of grace has purged away
The old and evil leaven.
Christ alone our souls will feed;
He is our meat and drink indeed;
Faith lives upon no other!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

This important and historic Easter text is set to a new tune with the hope of reviving its use within
the church.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, alt.

Tune: NORTHRIDGE (87 87 78 744) Kermit Moldenhauer, b. 1949 © 2005 Kermit Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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SONG OF SIMEON
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C: Lord, now you let your servant de - part in peace
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eyes have seen your salvation, which you have pre-
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Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of your peo-ple Is - ra-el.

[M] O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

n N
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C: And his mercy endures for -ev - er.

[M]  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

b

By
C: A - men.

BLESSING

[M]  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and 4 give you peace.

18|Page



n4 ,
o i— i | ! l i l 1|
e
C: A-men. A-men. A - men
CLOSING HYMN Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia | 719
719 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
N \
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1 Christ has a - ris - en, al - le - Iu - ia.
2 For three long days the grave did  its worst
3 The an - gel said to them, “Do not fear.
4 “Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave.
5 Christ has a - rs - en; he sets us free.
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Re - joice and praise  him, al - le - u - ia
Un - til its strength by God was dis - persed.
You look for Je - sus who is  not here.
He  has a - s - en this world to save.
Al - le - Iu - ia, to him prais - es be.
)
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A b | | | | | | | | |
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For our Re - deem - er burst from the tomb,
He who gives life did death wun - der - go.
See for your - selves the tomb  is all bare.
Je - sus’ re - deem - ing la - bors are done.
Je - sus is liv - ing! Let wus all sing;
N \
| .Y | | I | 4 I 4 I I f |
Py | | | I I [ | [ | I
92— = J i
a [
E - ven from death, dis - pel - ling its gloom.
And in its con - quest his might did show.
On - ly the grave cloths are ly - ing there.”
E - ven the bat - tle with sin s won.”
He reigns tri - um - phant, heav-en - ly King.
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Refrain
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Let wus sing  praise to him with end - less joy.
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Death’s fear - ful sting he has come to de - stroy.
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Our  sin for - giv - ing, al - le - lu - ial
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Je - sus is liv - ing, al - le - Ium - ial

This Tanzanian Easter hymn reminds us that the empty tomb is a message that transcends all time

and culture.

Text:

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: MFURAHINTI HALELUYA (99 99 and Refrain) Public Domain; Tanzanian
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