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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, NE 

September 26, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and hearing assist devices are available upon request.  Restrooms are located on the north 

side of the main level and in the lower level.  If you have any questions or need assistance 

with anything, please ask one of our ushers. 

  

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes, 

please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member connect 

tab, or scan this code. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 
 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   
 

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we 

ask that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a 

WELS or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this 

practice.  

  
SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Pianist Mr. Steven Springborn 

  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org.  

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net #A-713578 print and podcast. 

Illustrations: corissanelsonart.com 

 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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DIVINE SERVICE II 

Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  

OPENING HYMN Father, We Praise You | 581 

1  Father, we praise you, now the night is over. 

Active and watchful, standing now before you, 

Singing, we offer prayer and meditation; 

Thus we adore you. 

 

2  Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions; 

Banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending. 

Bring us to heaven, where your saints united 

Joy without ending. 

 

3  All–holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, 

Trinity blessed, send us your salvation; 

Yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding 

Through all creation. 

INVOCATION 

 please stand, if able 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

CONFESSION 

 Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

 Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins of choice, For the evil I have done and the 

good I have failed to do, You should cast me away from your presence forever.  O 

Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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ABSOLUTION 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 

sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 

we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD Tune | 582 

All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 
 

Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 
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You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and 

soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Numbers 11:16,24-29 

   So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather seventy men from the elders of Israel for me, men 

whom you know to be elders and officers for the people. Take them to the Tent of 

Meeting and make them stand there with you. 

    24Moses went out and told the people the LORD’s words. He gathered seventy men 

from the elders of the people and had them stand all around the tent. 25The LORD came 

down in the cloud and spoke to him. He took from the Spirit that was on Moses and put 

it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did 

not do it again. 
   26Two men, however, remained in the camp. The name of one was Eldad, and the name 

of the other was Medad. They were listed among the elders, but they had not gone out 

to the tent. The Spirit rested on them, and they prophesied back in the camp. 27A young 
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man ran and reported this to Moses. He said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 

camp!”  
   28Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide from his youth, answered, “My lord Moses, stop 

them!”  
   29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? If only all of the LORD’s people were 

prophets so that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God! 

SECOND LESSON  Philippians 1:12-18 

      12I want you to know, brothers, that the things which happened to me actually took 

place to advance the gospel. 13And so it has become clear throughout the whole palace 

guard and to all the rest, that I am in chains because of Christ. 14And, through my chains, 

the majority of the brothers in the Lord have become much more confident about daring 

to speak the word of God fearlessly. 15Some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, and 

others out of good will. 16The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am placed here for 

the defense of the gospel. 17The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not 

sincerely, but thinking they can cause trouble for me while I am in chains. 18What does it 

matter? Only this, that in every way, whether for outward appearance or for the truth, 

Christ is being proclaimed, and in this I rejoice.  (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY   

Alleluia. What does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL Mark 9:38-50 

  please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to Mark chapter 9. 

       Glory be to you, O Lord. 

    38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name. We 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”  
   39But Jesus said, “Do not try to stop him, because no one who does a miracle in my 

name will be able soon afterward to speak evil about me. 40Whoever is not against us is 

for us. 41Amen I tell you: Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name, because 

you belong to Christ, will certainly not lose his reward.  
    42“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to fall into sin it would be 

better for him if he were thrown into the sea with a large millstone hung around his 

neck. 43If your hand causes you to fall into sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 

maimed, than to have two hands and go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, 44‘where 

their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’  45If your foot causes you to fall 

into sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, than to have two feet and be 

thrown into hell, 46‘where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 47If your 

eye causes you to fall into sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 

God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48‘where their worm 

does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 49For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is 

good. But if the salt loses its flavor, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” (EHV) 
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      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Shepherd of Tender Youth | 515 

1  Shepherd of tender youth, Guiding in love and truth 

Through devious ways, 

Christ, our triumphant King, We come your name to sing 

And here our children bring To join your praise. 
 

2  You are our holy Lord, Christ, the incarnate Word, 

Healer of strife. 

You did yourself abase That from sin’s deep disgrace 

You might thus save our race And give us life. 
 

3  You are our great High Priest; You have prepared the feast 

Of holy love; 

And in our mortal pain None calls on you in vain; 

Our plea do not disdain: Help from above! 
 

4  Oh, ever be our guide, Our shepherd and our pride, 

Our staff and song. 

Jesus, O Christ of God, By your enduring Word 

Lead us where you have trod; Make our faith strong. 
 

5  So now and till we die Sound we your praises high 

And joyful sing; 

Infants and all the throng Who to your Church belong 

Unite to swell the song To Christ, our King. 

SERMON Mark 9:42 

      please stand, if able. 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 be seated 

OFFERING:  WE PRESENT OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD     

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money 

 in keeping with his income.   1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) 

HYMN SUNG AS OFFERINGS ARE PRESENTED 492 v. 4 

As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give. 

Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 

 



10 | P a g e  

PROFESSION OF FAITH Timothy Backhus 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

   O Lord God, we praise you for the glorious gospel of your grace.   

   You sent your Son to die for our sins and rise again on the third day that we might 

be saved through him.  

 

   Grant that we may daily repent of our sinfulness, turn to you for forgiveness, and be 

cleansed of all iniquity in the blood of Jesus.   

   Give us true humility of spirit.  

 

   So that we be neither barren nor unfruitful in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ, fill our 

hearts with your word, 

   And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

 

   Bestow the Holy Spirit upon your Church, O Lord, that we may go forth into all the world 

bearing your precious gospel and preaching Jesus Christ among all nations for the 

forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. 

   Give us the boldness and confidence that comes from knowing your word and 

trusting your promises 

 

   Pour out your blessings on our homes.  Lead all parents to train up their children to 

know, love and fear you, that all may live together in peace, kindness and understanding. 

   Help us speak up for all children, born and unborn, that they may be protected 

from all who seek to harm them physically or spiritually. 

 

   Hear the prayers of the afflicted, the sorrowful and those who mourn, the needy and the 

homeless, the wounded and all in pain, the anxious and the despairing, and lead them by 

your mercy out of all their adversities. 

 

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here 

 

   These and all other things necessary for us, grant by the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ, 

the bright Morning Star of our salvation.  Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

Those who have prepared themselves and who have declared their fellowship with us through membership 

in this or another WELS or ELS congregation are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is good and right so to do. 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord: who 

has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him 

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 Tune | 131 

O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 
 

Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Jesus took bread and gave thanks [Matthew 26:26] 

 

 Blessed are you, O God Almighty, who through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, created 

all things and made mankind in your own image.  

 

Blessed are you, O merciful Father, for when Adam sinned and lost your image, you did not 

forsake the people you had created. You sent your only begotten Son to take on human 

flesh through the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary. As our substitute, he fulfilled all of your 

laws in our place and died the death we deserve because of our sin. 

 

Blessed are you, O God our Savior, for you have gathered us here to remember Jesus’ sacrifice 

on our behalf. In this meal you give us his true body and blood, which paid our debt to 

you and assures us of your forgiveness. 

 

For all of your undeserved love toward us, we give thanks and praise to your living and life-

giving name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

   Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 

this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | 315 

1  Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; 

Here would I touch and handle things unseen, 

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 

And all my weariness upon you lean. 
 

2  This is the hour of banquet and of song; 

Here is the heav’nly table spread anew. 

Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 

The brief bright hour of fellowship with you. 
 

3  I have no help but yours nor do I need 

Another arm but yours to lean upon. 

It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; 

My strength is in your might, your might alone. 
 

4  Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness; 

Mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood. 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

Your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God. 
 

5  Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear. 

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 

The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 

Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 
 

6  Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
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SONG OF SIMEON   (Luke 2:29-32) Tune | 289 

 please stand 

 

O Lord, now let your servant 

  Depart in peace, assured: 

 For I have seen your promised 

  incarnate, saving Word— 

 A Light that will enlighten 

  All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

 The brilliant, crowning glory 

  Of those in Israel! 
 

All glory to the Father, 

  All glory to the Son,  

 All glory to the Spirit, 

  Forever three in one; 

 For as in the beginning, 

  Is now, shall ever be, 

 God’s triune name resounding 

  Through all eternity. 

 We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your 

holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

     Amen. 
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HYMN  Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd | 508 

1  Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, Children all are dear to you; 

May your loving arms enfold them In your care their whole life through. 

Gently tend and safely keep them In your mercy strong and true. 

 

2  Tender Shepherd, never leave them, Never let them go astray; 

By your warning love directed, May they walk the narrow way. 

Thus direct them, thus defend them Lest they fall an easy prey. 

 

3  By your holy Word instruct them; Fill their minds with heav’nly light. 

By your pow’rful grace convince them Always to approve what’s right. 

Let them feel your yoke is easy; Let them find your burden light. 

 

4  Taught to love the holy praises Which on earth your children sing, 

With their lips and hearts, sincerely, Glad thankoff’rings may they bring, 

Then with all the saints in glory Join to praise their Lord and King. 

 

 


