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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, NE 

October 31, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and hearing assist devices are available upon request.  Restrooms are located on the north 

side of the main level and in the lower level.  If you have any questions or need assistance 

with anything, please ask one of our ushers. 

  

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes, 

please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member connect 

tab, or scan this code. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 
 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   
 

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we 

ask that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a 

WELS or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this 

practice.  

  
SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Pianist/Organist  

  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org.  

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net #A-713578 print and podcast. 

 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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DIVINE SERVICE II 

OPENING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | 200 

 PLEASE STAND FOR VERSE 4 

1  A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

2  With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected. 

But for us fights the valiant one Whom God himself elected. 

You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is, 

The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

 

3  Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 

He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done! 

One little word can fell him. 

 please stand, if able 

4  The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain With his good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, good, fame, child, and wife 

Though all may be gone, Our victory is won; 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

CONFESSION 

      Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.    
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 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

      God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit.    

 Amen. 

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 

temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 

saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Daniel 3:16–28 

16Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, “We have no 

need to answer you about this matter. 17Since our God, whom we serve, does exist, he 

is able to save us from the blazing fiery furnace. So, he may save us from your hand, 

Your Majesty. 18But if he does not, you should know, Your Majesty, that we will not 

serve your gods, and we will not worship the golden statue that you set up.”  

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face 

changed against Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego. He said to heat the furnace seven 

times hotter than it was usually heated. 20He ordered some men, who were soldiers 

from his army, to bind Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego in order to throw them into 

the blazing fiery furnace. 21So these men were bound in their coats, their pants, their 

turbans, and their other clothing, and they were thrown into the middle of the blazing 

fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace was extremely 

hot, those men who carried Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego were killed by the 

intense heat of the fire. 23But these three men, Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego, who 

had been tied up, fell into the blazing fiery furnace.  
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was startled and immediately stood up. He said to 

his advisors, “Didn’t we throw three men, who had been tied up, into the middle of the 

fire?”  

They answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”  
25He said, “Look! I see four men, who are untied and walking around in the middle 

of the fire, unharmed. What is more, the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the 

gods.”  
26Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the blazing fiery furnace. He said, 

“Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!” Then 

Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego came out from the middle of the furnace. 27The 

satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the royal advisors gathered together and 

looked at these men. The fire had no power over their bodies. Not a hair on their head 

was singed, their robes were not damaged, and the smell of fire had not stuck to them.  
28Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego, 

who sent his angel and saved his servants, who trusted in God and ignored the king’s 

command. They gave up their bodies and did not pay homage or worship any god 

except their God. (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord 
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  Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 46 

 

God is our refuge and strength,* 

an ever-present help in trouble. 
 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way* 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
 

though its waters roar and foam* 

and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 

Refrain 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,* 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
 

God is within her, she will not fall;* 

God will help her at break of day. 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God;* 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  Revelation 14:6,7 

6Then I saw another angel flying in the middle of the sky. He had the everlasting 

gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth, to every nation, tribe, language, and 

people. 7He said with a loud voice:  

Fear God and give him glory,  

      because the hour of his judgment has come.  

    Worship him who made the sky, the earth, the sea, and the springs of water. (EHV) 

  The Word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 8:31,32 

Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL  Mark 13:5-11 

 please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to Mark chapter 13. 

 

 

5Jesus began by telling them, “Be careful that no one deceives you. 6Many will 

come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.  
7“Whenever you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled. Such things 

must happen, but the end is not yet. 8In fact, nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places. There will be 

famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 9But be on your guard! People will 

hand you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues. You will stand in the 

presence of rulers and kings for my sake as a witness to them. 10And the gospel must 

first be preached to all the nations. 11Whenever they arrest you and hand you over, do 

not worry beforehand what you should say. Say whatever is given to you in that hour, 

because you will not be the ones speaking; instead it will be the Holy Spirit.”  (EHV) 
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      This Is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Onward, Christian Soldiers | 537 

1  Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle See his banners go! 

Refrain: 

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

 

2  Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. 

Refrain 

 

3  Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never ’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. 

Refrain 

 

4  Onward, then, ye faithful; Join the happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King; 

This through countless ages Saints and angels sing. 

Refrain 

 

SERMON Mark 13:9-11 

OFFERTORY 

please stand, if able 

HYMN   Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head | 536 v. 1, 2 

1  Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head, You are her one foundation. 

In you she trusts, before you bows, And waits for your salvation. 

Built on this rock secure, Your Church shall endure 



12 | P a g e  

Though all the world decay And all things pass away. 

Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus! 

 

2  O Lord, let this your little flock, Your name alone confessing, 

Continue in your loving care, True unity possessing. 

Your sacraments, O Lord, And your saving Word 

To us e’er pure retain. Grant that they may remain 

Our only strength and comfort. 

 

OFFERING – PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with his income. 

HYMN   Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head | 536 v. 3,4 

3  Help us to serve you evermore With hearts both pure and lowly. 

And may your Word, that light divine, Shine on in splendor holy 

That we repentance show, In faith ever grow. 

The pow’r of sin destroy And evils that annoy. 

Oh, make us faithful Christians. 

 

4  And for your gospel let us dare To sacrifice all treasure; 

Teach us to bear your blessed cross, To find in you all pleasure. 

Oh, grant us steadfastness In joy and distress. 

Lord, for your mercy’s sake, Let us by grace partake 

Of endless joy and glory. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

    Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your ongoing work 

of reformation in your Church. 

     Lord, to you alone be glory. 

    God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our 

substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair. 

     For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
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By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel rescued 

us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God. 

     For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory. 

By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired Scriptures, 

through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By the Scriptures you 

overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings and restored to your 

church the message of salvation by grace alone. 

     For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory. 

    In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep living among 

fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false teachers who twist 

your Word to satisfy the latest longing. 

     For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

     Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack only 

the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study. 

    For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

     As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, we also 

celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament. 

    For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

     We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have passed 

down to us your Word of Truth. 

     For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

     In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church through the 

Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.  

     Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

Those who have prepared themselves and who have declared their fellowship with us through membership 

in this or another WELS or ELS congregation are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is good and right so to do. 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all 

people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise our holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 

this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION   

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | 377 

1  Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict’ry won. 

How dearly it has cost him! 
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2  Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me. 

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 
 

3  My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining; 

My will against God’s judgment fought, No hope for me remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair Left naught but death to be my share 

And hell to be my sentence. 
 

4  But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation, 

And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation. 

A Father’s heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently; 

He gave his dearest treasure. 
 

5  He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, And bring mankind salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with you forever.” 
 

6  The Son obeyed his Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother, 

And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother. 

No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; A servant’s form like mine he bore 

To lead the devil captive. 
 

7  To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me—I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, your friend divine, And evermore you shall be mine; 

The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8  “The foe shall shed my precious blood, Me of my life bereaving. 

All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing. 

Life shall from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 
 

9  “Now to my Father I depart, The Holy Spirit sending 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, My help to you extending. 

He will a source of comfort be, Teach you to know and follow me, 

And in all truth will guide you. 
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10  “What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching; 

So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching. 

Take care that no one’s man-made laws Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause. 

This final word I leave you.” 

SONG OF SIMEON 

 please stand, if able 

 

 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 And his mercy endures forever. 

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 

peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 

hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
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 Amen. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus | 474 

1  Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross! 

Lift high his royal banner; It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry His army shall he lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

2  Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The trumpet call obey; 

Forth to the mighty conflict In this his glorious day! 

Ye that are brave, now serve him Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose. 
 

3  Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you; Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer; 

Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there. 
 

4  Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long; 

This day the noise of battle, The next, the victor’s song. 

To him that overcometh A crown of life shall be; 

He with the King of glory Shall reign eternally. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Class and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship with Communion 

  3:00 PM Joint Reformation Service at Zion in Clatonia, fellowship meal following 

Monday: 10:30 AM Bethel Women’s Guild Meeting 

Wednesday: 7 PM Online Bible Study – One by One 

Saturday: 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study at Utica Auditorium 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Class and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship  

    2 PM Joint Bethel/Grace meeting with District President Hirsch at NELHS 

 

To join the online Bible study on Wednesday, follow these instructions, or let me know you 

would like an Email so that you can just click on the link to join. One by One Online BCL 

Wednesday, October 27 · 7:00 – 8:00pm 

Google Meet joining info. Video call link: https://meet.google.com/ojh-pooo-rou 
 

Next Sunday: All members, men and women, are invited to meet with Pastor Hirsch at 2 PM at 

NELHS to review SSA results and discuss progress on Ministry Plans in preparation for 

calling a pastor. 
 

Zion in Clatonia is hosting the annual Joint Reformation service which will be held at 3 PM. 

The offering from this service has been designated for the Seelow family. Pastor Seelow 

was called out of this life last month leaving behind his widow Megan, and four small 

children. 
 

CW21 Orders: If you want to order a new hymnal for yourself, and/or one or more for the 

church, please contact Bill Glisson and let him know how many you want to order. We are 

gathering information for a bulk order through the church which will mean no tax and also 

save on shipping. Cost per hymnal is 24.00 each, plus about 2.00 each for shipping. Email 

is the best as it creates a record of your request. If you don’t use email you may give him a 

call. Contact information is: williebroadus@gmail.com, 402-363-8130 
 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

. 

 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | bethelyork.com | 402-641-4685 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: In Person 65, Facebook live 4, Post clicks . YouTube/Audio .   

Offerings General Fund needed 2,583.54, Given 4,806.11, NELHS 865.00, East Parking 1,000.00, 

Organ 1,000.00.  To God be the glory! 
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