
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent  December 23, 2018 

Week One 

OPEN HEARTS 
Firstfruits Giving 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

Today we begin a three-week stewardship emphasis. The word stewardship is often seen as a 

dirty word—a gimmick to get people to dig deeper and “give ’til it hurts.” Nothing could be 

further from the truth! Instead, stewardship is a precious word that sums up the Christian life. 

It encourages us to be who we truly are in Christ: Precious people who have been richly 

blessed by a Father who knows how to give good gifts to his children! 

Christians face a daily struggle. We have two paths set before us. The New 

Man, created within us at baptism, wants to live for Christ and the life that is 

to come. But our sinful nature focuses us on this life. That struggle pulls us 

in two directions when it comes to how we set our priorities or use our time. 

The struggle is especially noticeable when we wrestle with how to use the 

financial resources God has given us. 

The Lord speaks about worldly wealth and possessions in over 2,300+ passages of Scripture. 

In other words, God speaks to us about worldly wealth roughly three times more often than 

he does about faith! Why? So that God can get to the “heart of the matter.” Money and 

possessions are God’s gifts to us. Sadly, human hearts often lust after these gifts and forget 

about the Giver. What heartache comes from a love affair with money and possessions! What 

good can result for us, for the Church, and for the world as we put the Giver first—offering 

back to him the FIRSTFRUITS of all that he has entrusted to us. God is many places. Second 

place in our hearts dare never be one of them! 

Christ’s willing sacrifice for us is our motivation and inspiration to give back to God. May he 

open the hearts of his people to offer him our first and our best! 

Our worth will follow this path. 

Week One:   OPEN HEARTS (Firstfruits Giving) 

Week Two:   OPEN MINDS (Proportionate Giving) 

Week Three:  OPEN HANDS (Sacrificial Giving) 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me 

this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 

doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. 

Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.   
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OPENING HYMN    All Depends on Our Possessing  |  CW421:1-4 

 

1  All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing, 

Though all earthly wealth depart. 

They who trust with faith unshaken In their God are not forsaken 

And e’er keep a dauntless heart. 

 

2  He who to this day has fed me And to many joys has led me 

Is and ever shall be mine. 

He who ever gently schools me, He who daily guides and rules me, 

Will remain my help divine. 

 

3  Many spend their lives in fretting Over trifles and in getting 

Things that have no solid ground. 

I shall strive to win a treasure That will bring me lasting pleasure 

And that now is seldom found. 

 

4  Well he knows what best to grant me; All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt his wisdom never—As God wills, so be it ever— 

I to him commit my way. 

 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

  

DIALOGUE 

 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.   

ORDER OF SERVICE 
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 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

 One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.  

 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through 

all generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he 

does. 

Psalm 24:1; 145:1,3,4,13 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we have 

failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against you and 

against others… 

 …in wasting the precious time you give us. 

 ...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel. 

 ...in the faithful care of our relationships. 

 ...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth. 

 ...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us. 

 ...in our refusal to make you our first priority. 

 Silence for personal reflection 

 Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and forgiveness. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 Amen. 
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 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 O Lord, giver of life and source of all love, we know that all we have received comes 

from your gracious hand. Help us to always use your gifts wisely and teach us to share 

them generously. Send your Holy Spirit to work through us, that many more might 

come to know the saving riches of your Son. May our faithful stewardship bear witness 

to the love of your Son in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

LESSON              Haggai 1:1-11 

  
The Lord asks his people to give careful thought about the 

 relationship between their finances and their faith 

 
1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the 

word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 

2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet 
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come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 

3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time 

for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a 

ruin?” 

5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 

ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 

enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. 

You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 

7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go 

up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may 

take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD.9 “You expected much, but see, 

it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares 

the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you 

is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have 

withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and 

the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the 

ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

 

  The word of the Lord 

   Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL             Luke 12:13-21 
  

Jesus teaches it is the height of folly to live for this temporal 

 life, forgetting of the eternal life that is to come. 

  

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 

you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 

abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 

store my crops.’ 
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18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have 

plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 

from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is 

not rich toward God.” 

  

 This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ! 

  

CONFESSION OF FAITH           Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         What Is the World to Me  |  CW477 

 

1  What is the world to me With all its vaunted pleasure 

When you, and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me! 
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2  The world seeks to be praised And honored by the mighty, 

Yet never once reflects That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize Above all things is he, 

My Jesus, he alone. What is the world to me! 

 

3  The world seeks after wealth And all that money offers, 

Yet never is content Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good; Content with it I’ll be; 

My Jesus is my wealth—What is the world to me! 

 

4  What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally. 

Once more then I declare: What is the world to me! 

 

 

SERMON                 
  

OFFERING 

  

OFFERING PRAYER       Lord of All Good  |  CW483:1 
 

Lord of all good, our gifts we bring you now; 

Use them your holy purpose to fulfill. 

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

That our whole life is offered to your will. 

 
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord God, you created the heavens and the earth. 

 Every animal of the forest is yours as well as the cattle on a thousand hills. 

 Lord, from your hand comes boundless riches. 

 We thank you, Lord, for making us your stewards. We pray that you will grant 

us faith so we can please you in our stewardship. 
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 Lord, help us to see the time, the talents, and the financial resources we have are a 

sacred trust from you. 

 We ask for your help, Lord, to use all our resources in worthwhile activities that 

will give you honor and praise. 

 Lord, help us to spend time in your Word and in prayer that you might nourish the 

faith you give us. 

 Please change us, Lord, from fear and selfishness to trust and generosity. 

 Special prayers and petitions may be offered here. 

 Help us, Lord, to be wise and fruitful stewards of the opportunities that you give us 

to use our gifts. 

 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT . 

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 
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 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you 

  Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them up to the Lord 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is 

my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Lord of Heaven And Earth And Sea | 487 

1  O Lord of heav’n and earth and sea, To you all praise and glory be! 

How can we thank you properly Who gives us all? 
 

2  The golden sunshine, springtime air, Sweet flow’rs and fruit your love declare; 

When harvests ripen, you are there, Who gives us all. 
 

3  For peaceful homes and healthful days, For all the blessings earth displays 

We owe you thankfulness and praise, Who gives us all. 
 

4  You did not spare your only Son, But gave him for a world undone, 

And freely with that blessed one You give us all. 
 

5  We have your Spirit ev’ry hour, The Lord of life and love and pow’r, 

He will his sev’nfold graces show’r Upon us all. 
 

6  For means of grace, for sins forgiv’n, For souls redeemed and hopes of heav’n, 

What can to you, O Lord, be giv’n, Who gives us all? 
 

7  We lose what on ourselves we spend; We have as treasures without end 

Whatever, Lord, to you we lend, Who gives us all. 
 

8  Dear Lord, from you we all derive Our life, our gifts, our pow’r to give. 

Oh, may we ever with you live, Who gives us all! 



12 

SONG OF SIMEON 

please stand, if able 

 

  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: 

   His mercy endures forever 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup 

   We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

? What comes to mind when you hear the word “stewardship”? When you heard that we 

would be talking about stewardship for three weeks, what was your response? 

  

  

It is easy to think of “stewardship” as being a discussion about money. Consider the 

following quote:  

Stewardship isn't a subcategory of the Christian life. Stewardship is the Christian 

life. After all, what is stewardship except that God has entrusted to us life, time, 

talents, money, possessions, family, and his grace? In each case, he evaluates 

how we regard what he has entrusted to us—and what we do with it.  

(Randy Alcon in Money, Possessions, and Eternity, p. 140) 

  

  
 

 

 

? If “stewardship is the Christian life,” why will a modern stewardship study need to focus 

on money, perhaps more than ever before in history? 

  

  

  

  

Psalm 20:7 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our 

God.  

? Complete: Stewardship does not just give the LORD honor. It demonstrates that we 

___________ him. 

  
  

BIBLE STUDY: Firstfruits Giving 

Stewardship = Management of the __________ of the  
________ + ________ + ________ + _________ 

that God gives me 
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II. FIRSTFUIT BASICS 

  

 

 
 

Proverbs 3:9 
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;then your 

barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  

? When God calls for firstfruits giving in that passage, what is the amount he asks for? 

  

  

Deuteronomy 26:8-10 

So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. 

He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk 

and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have 

given me. 

  

? Again, no amount is stipulated for this firstfruits offering. What is stressed is the attitude. 

How would you characterize the attitude of the Israelite when he brought his firstfruits 

offerings? 

  

  

Mark 10:21-22 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 

Then come, follow me.” At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he 

had great wealth 

. 

? This man had claimed to follow all of God’s law. Was God actually first in his life? Give 

the reason for your answer.  

The focus of firstfruits giving is not  
the __________ but the ___________. 
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Genesis 1:1 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Psalm 24:1 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for 

he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.  

? Do you believe the passages above are literally true? If so, how does that have to affect 

the way you approach stewardship? 

  

  

  

John 1:2 

He [Jesus] was with God [the Father] in the beginning. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

Romans 5:8 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

? What do these passages teach us about how God gives. 

God gave us his __________ and gave us his ___________. 

  

Romans 7:18 

For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For 

I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  

Galatians 5:24 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.   

The focus of firstfruits giving is not on  
__________ but on ___________. 
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? These passages teach: 

• Through my sinful nature, ___________ assures that God will always come 
anywhere but first. 

• Through the Spirit we are ___________ to give in a way that glorifies God—
Creator, Savior, Spirit. As God’s children, he comes first! 

The Challenge 

If you are not in the spiritual habit of giving to the Lord first, it is time to reconsider that 

habit. The First Commandment dictates that we are to fear, love and trust in God above all 

things. Firstfruits giving helps us do exactly that. It tangibly puts God first. 

  

BLESSING                                                                         

 Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

 Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 

 Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN       All Depends on Our Possessing  |  CW421:5 
 

5  If on earth my days he lengthen,  

He my weary soul will strengthen; 

All my trust in him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding,  

Like a stream away is gliding; 

Safe I anchor in his grace. 


