
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUE BLESSINGS, TRUE CURSES 

The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
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Bethel Lutheran Church  -  February 13, 2022  York, NE 

Worship Series: UNCOVERED 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear." 

Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores 

everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and 

make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his 

ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth 

about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. 

That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, 

surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered. 

Today’s Theme: Agenda – True Blessings, True Curses 

When someone is new to something, there is a period of orientation. For example, when 

someone takes up a new game or sport, they need to first learn the rules. Likewise, when 

someone is a new disciple of Jesus, a period of orientation follows. It's necessary, because by 

nature we assume that Jesus' kingdom works the same way the world works. The truth that is 

uncovered this week is that the principles on which Jesus' kingdom runs are the exact 

opposite of the principles of the world. That which the world considers to be a blessing can 

often be a curse. And that which the world calls bad, God always uses for the good of those 

he loves.  

Communion 
 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   
 

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we 

ask that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a 

WELS or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this 

practice.  

Serving in Worship 

Pastor  Mark A. Haefner 

Organist/Pianist   
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Hymn: 803 Day by Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution CW 156 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Kyrie 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
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Let us pray. 
  
O God of power and might, you know that we live in the midst of many great dangers, and 

in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Give us strength and protection to support us in all 

peril, and carry us through all temptations; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading Jeremiah 17:5–8 

 This is what the LORD says.  
Cursed is anyone who trusts in mankind,  
who seeks his strength from human flesh, and who turns his heart away from the 

LORD.  
6He will be like a juniper bush in the wasteland.  
He will not see good things when they come.  
He lives in a dry place in the wilderness,  
in a salty land where no one lives.  
7But blessed is anyone who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him.  
8He will be like a tree planted by water.  
It sends out its roots to the stream.  
It does not fear the heat when it comes.  
Its leaves will remain green.  
It is not concerned about a time of drought.  
It does not stop producing fruit.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 

 7Therefore, to keep me from becoming arrogant due to the extraordinary nature of 

these revelations, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me, 

so that I would not become arrogant. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, 

that he would take it away from me. 9And he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 

because my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will be glad to boast all the 

more in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may shelter me. 10That is why I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties, for the 

sake of Christ. For whenever I am weak, then am I strong. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 121:8 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Gospel Luke 6:17–26 

17He went down with them and stood on a level place with a large crowd of his 
disciples and a large number of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, as well as from the 
coastal area of Tyre and Sidon. These people came to listen to him and to be healed of 
their diseases. 18Those who were troubled by unclean spirits were also cured. 19The 
whole crowd kept trying to touch him, because power was going out from him and 
healing them all.  

20He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said:  

Blessed are you who are poor,  
because yours is the kingdom of God.  
21Blessed are you who hunger now,  
because you will be satisfied.  
Blessed are you who weep now,  
because you will laugh.  
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22Blessed are you whenever people hate you,  
and whenever they exclude and insult you  
and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man.  

23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy because of this: Your reward is great in 
heaven! The fact is, their fathers constantly did the same things to the prophets.”  

24But woe to you who are rich,  
because you are receiving your comfort now.  
25Woe to you who are well fed now,  
because you will be hungry.  
Woe to you who laugh now,  
because you will be mourning and weeping.  
26Woe to you when all people speak well of you,  
because that is how their fathers constantly treated the false prophets. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: 800 How Firm a Foundation 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 
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    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives 

of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 
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Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  

Special Prayers 
  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering 

Hymn: 661 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord sts. 1, 3 

1 Draw near and take the body of your Lord, 

and drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 

Saved by his body and his holy blood, 

with souls refreshed we give our thanks to God. 

 

3 Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere 

and take the pledges of salvation here. 

Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, 

gives all believers life that never ends. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
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Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived 

among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 

cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 
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which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Pax Domini 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
 
 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn: 677 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 A precious food is this indeed, 

it never fails us in our need, 

a heav’nly manna for our soul 

until we safely reach our goal. 

 

6 How blest is each believing guest 

who in these promises finds rest, 

for Jesus will in love abide 

with those who do in him confide! 

 

7 They who his Word do not believe 

this food unworthily receive, 

salvation here will never find— 

may we this warning keep in mind! 
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8 Help us sincerely to believe 

that we may worthily receive 

your supper and in you find rest. 

Amen! They who believe are blest. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: 717 What Is the World to Me 

1 What is the world to me 

    with all its vaunted pleasure 

when you and you alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    my soul’s delight shall be; 
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you are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

2 The world seeks after wealth 

    and all that money offers, 

yet never is content 

    though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    content with it I’ll be; 

my Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

3 The world is like a cloud 

    and like a vapor fleeting, 

a shadow that declines, 

    swift to its end retreating. 

My Jesus shall remain, 

    though all things fade and flee, 

my everlasting rock. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

my life, my health, my wealth, 

    my friend, my love, my pleasure, 

my joy, my crown, my all, 

    my bliss eternally. 

Once more then I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 

Text: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM  Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship with Communion, 11:30 

AM Fellowship and Choir Practice 

  Church Council Meets 

 

Monday; 9:30 AM Pastors’ Circuit Meeting at Grace Seward 

 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship, 11:30 Fellowship, Choir 

Practice. 
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  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   
Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Bible Class 19, Worship 50, Sunday School 2, Facebook live 

11, clicks . Audio/YouTube . Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,583.54, Given, 1,704.50, NELHS 

160.00.  To God be the glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
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