
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SURPRISING WAYS TO DEAL WITH EVIL 

The Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 

February 20, 2022 

UNCOVERED 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear." 

Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores 

everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and 

make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his 

ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about 

God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what 

the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths 

about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered. 

THEME FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Last week we saw that the governing principles of Christ's kingdom initially seem upside down. 

This week we see that truth in how Christ would have us react to those who wrong us or 

oppose us. Jesus asks us to befriend our enemies, to love those who hate us, and to repay evil 

with good. Logic would say that is a recipe for being walked all over. Yet, have we not seen 

this tactic work? When we were Christ's enemies, he loved us to the point of death. He repays 

our daily evil with the daily goodness of his mercy. In doing so, he has won us for himself. 

Following the strategy Jesus lays out today is not a capitulation to evil. It is a means of 

conquering it. 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist  

 
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Service Setting 4 from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the Evangelical Heritage Version ®2017 The Wartburg 

Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Hymn: 387 Arise, Your Light Is Come 

 

 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947, Tune: William H. Walter, 1825–1893, Text: © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
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        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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Text: Michael D. Schultz 

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222 

 

THE WORD 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely only on 

the hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Genesis 45:3–15 

 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”  
His brothers could not answer him, because they were terrified by his presence. 

4Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me, please.”  
They came closer. He said, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 

5Now do not be upset or angry with yourselves for selling me to this place, since God 
sent me ahead of you to preserve life. 6For two years now the famine has been in the 
land, and there are still five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor 
harvest. 7God sent me ahead of you to preserve you as survivors on the earth, and to 
keep you alive by a great act of deliverance. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but 
God, and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord over his entire household, and 
ruler over the whole land of Egypt. 9Hurry, go up to my father and tell him, ‘This is 
what your son Joseph says: “God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me. Do 
not delay. 10You shall live in the land of Goshen, where you will be close to me—you, 
your children, your grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I 
will take care of you here, for there are still five years of famine. Otherwise you will 
come to ruin, you, and your household, and all that you have.” ’ 12Pay attention. Your 
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 
13You shall tell my father all about my position of honor in Egypt and about everything 
that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”  

14He threw his arms around his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept on his shoulder. 15He kissed all his brothers and wept over them. After that his 
brothers talked with him.  

  
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day: 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 
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Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 

  

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass, Tune: Paul Tate, alt., Setting: Paul Tate, alt., Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Second Reading Romans 12:14–21 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those who 
are rejoicing; weep with those who are weeping. 16Have the same respect for one 
another. Do not be arrogant, but associate with the humble. Do not think too highly of 
yourselves.  
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17Do not pay anyone back evil for evil. Focus on those things that everyone considers 
noble. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, maintain peace with everyone. 19Do 
not take revenge, dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. For it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20But:  

If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  
if he is thirsty, give him a drink.  
For by doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head. 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:44,45 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Gospel Luke 6:27–38 

27“But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies. Do good to those who 
hate you. 28Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone 
strikes you on one cheek, offer the other too. If someone takes away your coat, do not 
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withhold your shirt. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes away your 
things, do not demand them back.  

31“Treat others just as you would want them to treat you. 32If you love those who 
love you, what credit is that to you? To be sure, even the sinners love those who love 
them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
Even the sinners do the same thing. 34If you lend to those from whom you expect to be 
repaid, what credit is that to you? Even the sinners lend to sinners in order to be paid 
back in full. 35Instead, love your enemies, do good and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the unthankful and the evil. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be poured into 
your lap. In fact, the measure with which you measure will be measured back to you.”  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: 729 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt., Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman, Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which 

we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises 

and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 

sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. 

Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills 

and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry 

of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    
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Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and 

comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Special Intercessions 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 

patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 

prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Offering 

Hymn: 768 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

 

 

 

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt., Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578, Tune: Public domain 
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Children’s Lesson 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: 733 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

 

 

 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–1987, alt., Text: © 1969 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578, Tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship, 11:30 Coffee Fellowship, 

choir practice 

 
 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship with Communion, Coffee 

Fellowship, Choir, Church Council Meets 
 

 

 

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes, 

please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member 

connect tab, or scan this code.  

 

 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   
Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com | 402-641-4685 (Cell) 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 52, Sunday School , Bible Class 18, Facebook live 6, 

clicks 25. Audio/YouTube . Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,583.54, Given, 5,240.50. To God 

be the glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

