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GOD USES UNEXPECTED PEOPLE
The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany



BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, Nebraska

February 6, 2022

UNCOVERED

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear."
Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores
everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and
make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his
ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about
God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what
the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths
about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered.

THEME FOR THIS SUNDAY

It does not surprise us that from the beginning of his ministry Jesus demonstrated his
commitment to proclaiming good news of the kingdom of God, regardless of whether people
rejected his message or embraced it. That was Christ's agenda, and he was committed to it.
What is surprising is that, also from the beginning, Jesus demonstrated his plan to carry out
this proclamation by sending others to speak on his behalf. More surprising is whom he sends,
not angels, but mere human beings. In many cases, it was individuals who seemed to lack the
qualifications to speak on Christ's behalf. Yet, Christ equipped and prepared them. Do you feel
unqualified to tell others the good news? Then be assured, Jesus plans to use you exactly for
that purpose.

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Organist
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Text: ©1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Tune: Public domain

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the

Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest
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we wor-ship you, we bless vyou,Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
you reign, O Christ,for - ev - er, for you are Lord a - lone!

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222

THE WORD
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Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, you call and appoint us to proclaim the good news of your Son despite our
sins and weaknesses. Purify us by your grace, remove our uncertainties, and work through
us to fill the nets of your kingdom with those lost in the darkness of death; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each
one had six wings. With two they covered their faces. With two they covered their feet.
With two they flew. 30ne called to another and said,

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Armies!
The whole earth is full of his glory!

4The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of the one who called, and the
temple was filled with smoke.

5Then I said, “I am doomed! I am ruined, because I am a man with unclean lips, and
I dwell among a people with unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of Armies!”

®Then one of the seraphim flew to me, carrying a glowing coal in his hand, which he
had taken from the altar with tongs. 7He touched my mouth with the coal and said,
“Look, this has touched your lips, so your guilt is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.”

8Then I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?”

Then I said, “Here I am. Send me!”

The Word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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in ev - ’ry land let prais - es and songs of glad-ness ring.
and all cre - a-tion praise him to earth’s re-mot - est end.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Second Reading Romans 10:12-17

250 there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the same Lord is Lord of
all, who gives generously to all who call on him. 3Yes, “Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.”

14So then, how can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one about whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without a
preacher? 5And how can they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news of peace, who preach the
gospel of good things!”

16But not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who believed our message?”
7So then, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes through the
word of Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 71:15
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My mouth will tell of your right-eous deeds, of your saving acts all day long.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
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Gospel

Luke 5:1-11

One time, while the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of
God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 2He saw two boats there along the
lakeshore. The fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. 3Jesus got into one
of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the shore.
He sat down and began teaching the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water, and let down your nets for a

catch.”

5Simon answered him, “Master, we worked hard all through the night and caught
nothing. But at your word I will let down the nets.” “When they had done this, they
caught a great number of fish, and their nets were about to tear apart. 7They signaled
their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both
boats, so that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Go away from me, because I am a sinful man, Lord.” 9For Peter and all
those with him were amazed at the number of fish they had caught, *°and so were

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.

Jesus said to Simon, “Have no fear. From now on you will be catching people.”
UAfter they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

745 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying

1

Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,
“Who will go and work today?

Fields are ripe and harvests waiting;
who will bear the sheaves away?”

Loud and long the Master calleth;
rich reward he offers thee.

Who will answer, gladly saying,
“Here am I, send me, send me”?

If you cannot speak like angels,
if you cannot preach like Paul,

you can tell the love of Jesus,
you can say he died for all.
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If you cannot rouse the wicked

with the judgment’s dread alarms,
you can lead the little children

to the Savior’s waiting arms.

3 Ifyou cannot be a watchman,

standing high on Zion’s wall,

pointing out the path to heaven,
off’ring life and peace to all,

with your prayers and with your offrings
you can do what God demands;

you can be like faithful Aaron,
holding up the prophet’s hands.

4 Let none hear you idly saying,

“There is nothing I can do,”

while the multitudes are dying,
and the Master calls for you.

Take the task he gives you gladly,
let his work your pleasure be;

answer quickly when he calleth,
“Here am I, send me, send me!”

Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
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He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a
love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and

make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to
defend those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to
all.
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Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has
forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Special intercessions

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Offering
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Spir - it may we ev - er faith-ful to our call - ings be.

Spir - it may we ev - er faith-ful to our call - ings  be.

Spir - it may we ev - er faith-ful to our call - ings be.

Spir - it may we ev - er faith-ful to our call - ings  be.

joic - ing we will ev - er faith-ful to our call - ings be.
Text: © 2010 Stephen P. Mueller. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Prayer

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

737 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way W 737
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2 You came to earth, 0 Christ, as Lord, but
3 No gold - en scep - ter but a towel  you
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5 Lord, help us walk  your ser - vant way  wher -

14|Page



D>

] | | I | [ | |
| | |
_%VTH o - P [ ® » r lP s
ev - er love may lead and, bend - ing low, for -
powr you laid a - side. You lived your years in
place with - in  the hands of those who seek to
count our-selves a - bove the low - est place, the
ev - er love may lead and, bend - ing low, for -
0 . ;
s — I I = I i i | i
J%B”—d o i o o o 2 -
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mean - est task  that waits the  gift of love.
get - ting self, each serve  the oth - er’s need.

Text: ©1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 9:30 AM Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship, 11:30 Coffee Fellowship
Saturday: 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study/Fellowship at Utica Auditorium.

Sunday: 9:30 AM Sunday School and Bible Class, 10:30 AM Worship with Communion, Coffee
Fellowship, Choir

John Goodrich, a member at Grace, is willing to facilitate a Dave Ramsey Financial Peace class
for anyone who would like to take it. If you know of anyone who would be interested speak
with John or Pastor Haefner.

Connection cards: Visitors, or members with contact information changes,
please fill out our online connection card at bethelyork.com, member
connect tab, or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

f_?\ Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 75, Sunday School 5, Bible Class 19, Facebook live
4, clicks 25. Audio/YouTube . Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,583.54, Given, 1,282.25. To
God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com | 402-641-4685 (Cell)
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