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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
October 9, 2022 

SERIES THEME: LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH 

We sometimes use the word faith very casually. “You got to have faith.” “Keep the faith.” “Make a 

leap of faith.” As Jesus' journey to Jerusalem nears its conclusion, he begins to talk about faith in 

ways that are anything but casual. He says profound things about the power of faith: “If you have 

faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 

the sea,’ and it will obey you” (Luke 17:6). Or “Your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19). In 

thinking about his second coming, Christ wistfully wonders, “When the Son of Man comes, will he 

find faith on the earth?” Jesus’ words are serious and compelling. They force us to consider what 

true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have such faith. But most of all, Jesus’ words move us 

to run to our God and beg him for more of it. Lord, increase our faith!  

THEME OF THE DAY: FAITH THAT OVERFLOWS WITH GRATITUDE 

Gratitude is the appreciation and thankfulness we feel when someone does something kind to us 

or for us. There are two key factors that influence the intensity of gratitude. First, there is the 

deservedness factor. Say you do a favor for your neighbor, picking up his mail when he is out of 

town. A month later he does a favor for you, giving you a ride to the airport. You are grateful for 

his help, but not overwhelmingly so. You feel by doing a favor for him, you deserved his help to 

some degree. Second, there is the generosity factor. Say you do that favor for your neighbor, 

picking up his mail when he is out of town. When he gets back, he gives you a hundred-dollar bill. 

You’re stunned. “I can’t accept. This is too generous.” Apply this to God. Consider the 

deservedness factor. What does God owe us? How deserving are we of his blessing? Consider the 

generosity factor. What has he done for us? What blessings has he given us now? What blessings 

has he promised us in eternity? As Jesus increases our faith, so that we accurately answer all those 

questions, we become more than grateful. We overflow with gratitude. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer 
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The Service, Setting One with the Rite of Holy Baptism (Baptismal rite starts 

on page 151; Setting one starts on page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

Hymn: 680 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a 

sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 

death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on 

the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We 

recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
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    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to the 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and 

strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will 

never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 

  

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples 

rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children 

come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I 

tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And 

he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

 

George Richert, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart + to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 

  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and 

the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your 

life. Peace be with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

  

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received George Richert as your own child 

and made him a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to him and to all your 

church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being buried with 



5 | P a g e  

Christ into his death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may 

inherit eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from 

all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading Genesis 8:15–22 

In faith, Noah expressed his gratitude for God’s undeserved generosity in preserving the lives of him 

and his family. 

15 God spoke to Noah. He said, 16 “Go out of the ark—you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’ 

wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing of every sort that is with you, all flesh, 

including birds, livestock, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may 

swarm over the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 
18 Noah went out with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives along with him. 19 Every animal, every 

creeping thing, every bird, and whatever swarms on the earth went out of the ship, species by 

species.  
20 Noah built an altar to the Lord and took from every clean animal and every clean bird and 

offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 The Lord smelled the pleasant aroma. The Lord said in his 

heart, “I will never again curse the soil anymore because of man, for the thoughts he forms in his 

heart are evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike every living thing, as I have 

done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and 

day and night shall not cease.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 9:10–15 

Our Gratitude for God’s generosity to us will naturally include a willingness to be generous with 

others.. 

10 And he who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your seed 

for sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every 

way so that you may be generous in every way, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. 
12 To be sure, the administration of this service is not only making up for what is lacking among 

the saints, but it is also overflowing in many prayers of thanksgiving to God. 13 By proving 

yourselves in this service, many people are glorifying God, as they see the obedience shown in 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity shown in your sharing with them and 

all people. 14 At the same time as they pray for you, they also express their longing for you, 

because of the extraordinary measure of God’s grace given to you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift! 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 105:1 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Gospel Luke 17:11–19 

Ten men had faith that Jesus could save them from their leprosy. One man had the bold faith to 

throw himself at Jesus’ feet in gratitude. 

Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy 

 11 On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the 

border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 When he entered a certain village, ten men with leprosy 

met him. Standing at a distance, 13 they called out loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 
14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they went away they were 

cleansed. 
15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud 

voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus 

responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and 

give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go your way. Your 

faith has saved you.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 624 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 

through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 

working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
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Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love 

toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our 

laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the 

arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the person 

and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy 

on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their 

labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living with 

sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering 

Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever 

two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he 

comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him 

you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from 

eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together 

to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our 

faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, 

O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 623 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: 507 Let All Things Now Living 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

   

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

 

Quarterly Voters Meeting 

Bethel will have its quarterly voters meeting on October 16th following the worship service. 

 

Committee for online church directory 

If you would like to help create an online church directory then please reach out to Pastor 

Wilkens or Quinton Corwin. 

 

Joint Reformation Service 

The Joint Reformation Service will be here at Bethel at 4:00 PM on October 30th. 

 

Joint Reformation Service Meal 

There will be a signup sheet in the narthex in the coming weeks to signup for setup 

and/or clean up for the meal that will be provided after the service. 

 

The main course will be provided, but if you are able to help provide salads/deserts please 

contact Judy Remmers to let her know what you plan on bringing. 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 102, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,583.54, 

Given $1,805.25. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

