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Come, Lord Jesus!

Come, Lord Jesus! - Christ’'s Second Coming
The First Sunday of Advent



BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, Nebraska
November 27, 2022

SERIES THEME: COME, LORD JESUS!

The Latin word adventus means “coming.” The last words in Scripture are “Come, Lord Jesus!”
Thus, the season of Advent begins with the end in mind. We enter a new Church Year with our
eyes fixed on the End—capital "E"—when Jesus Christ will come and destroy this sin-broken
world. If that is what Jesus and his angels are coming to do—destroy the universe with fire (2
Peter 3)—why would we cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus"? Because we know that Jesus has come into
our world once before. The Son of God became the Son of Man. From the manger to the cross,
Jesus did everything necessary to redeem mankind. As this new Church Year walks us through the
entire life of Christ, we see God's promises of deliverance fulfilled... God's plan of salvation
completed. And so, when Christ comes again, while the universe will be destroyed, we know God'’s
people will be ushered into a new, glorious, everlasting kingdom. Advent is necessary to prepare
us for Christmas. It enables us to understand the true significance of Christmas. For Advent allows
us to see that because of what Christ did when he came the first time, believers need not fear
when he comes again. Instead, we yearn for it. Come, Lord Jesus!

THEME OF THE DAY: COME, LORD JESUS! - CHRIST’'S SECOND COMING

Why would the Church Year begin by speaking about Christ's second coming, which will usher in
the end of the age? While it seems odd, it makes sense when we realize that this is the focus of
the plan of salvation. The reason Christ came in the first place was to win salvation and he will
come again to bring all of his believers to be with him in heaven. While no one knows the day or
hour, it is a certainty that this day will come, and so we begin the church year with a reminder to
keep watch so that we are prepared.

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 548 The King of Glory Comes
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
In the future, when our king comes again, he will transform this world.

The Mountain of the LORD

' This is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2This will take place in the latter days:

The mountain of the Lord’s house will be established
as the chief of the mountains.

It will be raised above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it like a river.

3 Many peoples will come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob.

Then he will instruct us about his ways,

and we will walk in his paths.”

For from Zion the law will go out,

and the Lord’s word will go out from Jerusalem.
4He will judge between the nations,

and he will mediate for many peoples.

Then they will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into blades for trimming vines.
Nation will not lift up sword against nation,

nor will they learn war anymore.

50 house of Jacob, come,

and let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 13:11-14

The certainty of Christ's coming is never in question, only his timing. Paul therefore, encourages
Christians to let the unexpected nature of Christ's return to define Christians here and now.

The Day Is Near

1" And do this since you understand the present time. It is already the hour for you to wake up
from sleep, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 2 The night is almost
over, and the day is drawing near. So let us put away the deeds of darkness and put on the
weapons of light. 13 Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not
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in sexual sin and wild living, not in strife and jealousy. ' Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not give any thought to satisfying the desires of your sinful flesh.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Gospel Matthew 24:36—44

Christ tells God'’s people to keep watch and be ready since Christ’s second coming can happen at
any moment.

The Day and Hour Unknown

36 “No one knows when that day and hour will be, not the angels of heaven, not even the Son, but
only the Father. 37 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be when the Son of Man

returns. 38In fact, in the days before the flood people were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the very day that Noah entered the ark. 3° And they did not realize what
was coming until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of
Man returns.
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40 At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 4! Two women
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 So be alert, because you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 4 But understand this: If the master of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. 4 You also need to be ready for this reason: The Son of Man is
coming at an hour when you do not expect him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near sts. 1-4

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
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He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and restore
the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent season so that we
may rejoice in the coming of our Savior and to long for his coming again.

Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.

Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your love with
our own efforts.

Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel sorrow for what we have
done wrong.

Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.

Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to take on
our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his Word and
sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise to come
and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever.

Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love.
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As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day with the
strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and renew us to love and serve
you and all people.

Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.

Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving and
celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love.
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his coming again.

Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about Jesus.
Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of sickness,
pain, or loss. [Especially bless... here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give us
opportunities to provide help to those in need.

May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and may

rest in the promises of the King who comes to save.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Offering

Hymn: 322 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus sts. 1-2
THE SACRAMENT

Stand

Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Be seated
Distribution

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
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the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God's Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public
profession that you agree with what we teach.

Distribution Hymn: 305 Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 524 Rejoice, the Lord Is King
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion
Wednesday: 6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship Service

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship

Christmas Bags
There is a container in the back of the church to donate for the Christmas bags.

Advent Service Meal
Following the midweek advent service on November 30th we will have a meal. Please
contact Judy Remmers if you are willing to bring food to share.

Christmas Decorating
Following our worship service this morning we will decorate our sanctuary as we prepare
for the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Council Meeting
The next council meeting will be on December 11th following our worship service.

Service Opportunities
We are currently looking for members to help with Coffee hour, and Sunday School. If you
are interested in helping, please reach out to Pastor Wilkens.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9)
g Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 55, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,583.54, Given
$2,381.65. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com
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