
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, Lord Jesus! – As Immanuel 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
December 18, 2022 

SERIES THEME: COME, LORD JESUS!  

The Latin word adventus means “coming.” The last words in Scripture are “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Thus, the season of Advent begins with the end in mind. We enter a new Church Year with our 

eyes fixed on the End—capital “E”—when Jesus Christ will come and destroy this sin-broken 

world. If that is what Jesus and his angels are coming to do—destroy the universe with fire (2 

Peter 3)—why would we cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus”? Because we know that Jesus has come into 

our world once before. The Son of God became the Son of Man. From the manger to the cross, 

Jesus did everything necessary to redeem mankind. As this new Church Year walks us through the 

entire life of Christ, we see God’s promises of deliverance fulfilled… God’s plan of salvation 

completed. And so, when Christ comes again, while the universe will be destroyed, we know God’s 

people will be ushered into a new, glorious, everlasting kingdom. Advent is necessary to prepare 

us for Christmas. It enables us to understand the true significance of Christmas. For Advent allows 

us to see that because of what Christ did when he came the first time, believers need not fear 

when he comes again. Instead, we yearn for it. Come, Lord Jesus! 

THEME OF THE DAY: COME, LORD JESUS! – AS IMMANUEL 

This time of year it is so easy to get caught up in the beautiful trappings of Christmas and forget 

why this birth had to take place. Mankind fell into sin. Sin brings an awful burden. Hatred and 

oppression. Suffering and pain. Guilt and shame. The devastation of death. These are all natural 

consequences of sin. And what can we do about any of it? Nothing of substance. We can numb 

ourselves to pain, but we cannot avoid it. We can fill our life with distractions in an attempt to 

forget about our guilt. But our conscience is always nagging. And death… no one avoids that. 

Man can do nothing to shake off the burden of sin. Therefore, the Church prays that God would 

come in power to remove that burden for us. Since the Garden, there has been only one plan to 

do that: God would take on flesh and blood. To do what mankind could not do—remove all the 

burdens of sin—God became man. When you look into the manger, what do you see? A baby? 

Yes. But, more. That is Immanuel, “God-with-us.” The Son of God became Mary’s son, so that he 

could do for us what we could not do for ourselves 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer 
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Hymn: 680 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

RECOGNITION OF A PRIVATE BAPTISM 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a 

sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 

death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on 

the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. 

We rejoice that Aurora Jane Worster was baptized on December 6th. Through water and the 

Word, she received the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and gained the 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

The minister asks a witness: 

Was Aurora baptized with water and in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Yes, Aurora was baptized with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart + to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and 

the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your 

life. Peace be with you. 

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Aurora as your own child and made 

her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to her and to all your church on 

earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his 

death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal 

life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Stand 
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Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us ready 

for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

The Lord promised that deliverance would come through the gift of Immanuel. And he would be 

born of a virgin. 

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11 “Ask for a sign from the Lord your God. Ask for it 

either in the depths below or in the heights above.” 
12 But Ahaz responded, “I will not ask. I will not test the Lord.” 
13 So Isaiah said: 

Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for you to test the patience of men? Will you test 

the patience of my God as well? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 89- In Front of Hymnal: Forever I Will Sing 

 

Second Reading Romans 1:1–7 

After thousands of years of God’s promises, St. Paul sees them fulfilled in Christ. Jesus is Immanuel, 

true God and true man. 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he 

promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures. 3 This gospel is about his Son—

who in the flesh was born a descendant of David, 4 who in the spirit of holiness was declared to be 

God’s powerful Son by his resurrection from the dead—Jesus Christ, our Lord. 5 Through him we 

received grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the obedience 

of faith among all the Gentiles, 6 including you, who were called by Jesus Christ. 
7 To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

In faith, Joseph accepted that within the womb of his bride-to-be was Immanuel, the very Son of 

God, the promised Savior from sin. 

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in marriage to 

Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, 

her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her 

privately. 20 But as he was considering these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanuel,” which 

means, “God with us.” 
24 When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him. He 

took Mary home as his wife, 25 but he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her 

firstborn son.[e] And he named him Jesus. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, Ref, 2–4 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1&version=EHV#fen-EHV-23165e
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Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 

offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 

continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 
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As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 

and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

  

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it 

to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 

before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless… here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners 

who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 319 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring sts. 1–2 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 311 Dawning Light of Our Salvation 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship   

Saturday 12/24: 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday 12/25: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship  

Saturday 12/31: 6:30 PM Joint Worship Service at Bethel 

Sunday 1/1: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

 

Christmas Bags 

There is a container in the back of the church to donate for the Christmas bags. 

 

Council Meeting  

Immediately following our worship service this morning the council meeting will take 

place in the upstairs conference room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 60, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,102.65. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

