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SERIES THEME: A SAVIOR IS BORN

The first Christmas sermon was preached to a small congregation consisting entirely of
shepherds. The preacher was an angel. The message of his sermon? “Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you.” That is a heavy word: Savior. It says as much about us as it does
about this child. If the angel had said “a teacher has been born” or “a mentor has been born,” it
would mean that within us exists the potential to fix all that is wrong with the world. It would
mean we just need a bit of help: a coach, a mentor, a source of inspiration. But the angel said, “A
Savior has been born.” If one needs saving, it means he is totally helpless—completely lost—
doomed, without outside intervention. That is how God the Father viewed us: helpless, lost,
doomed. So, he sent more than a coach. He sent his only Son to be our Savior. After December 25
the secular world is done with Christmas. But for the Church, the season of Christmas has just
begun. For twelve glorious days—The Twelve Days of Christmas—we will ponder the nativity of
the Son of God. We will celebrate what that nativity means. A Savior is born!

THEME OF THE DAY: A SAVIOR IS BORN TO BE THE TRUE SON

Christmas holidays mean family time. Extended family travel and visits. Meals are prepared, gifts
given, memories are made. The memories might not all be good. Sometimes, Christmas dinners
end in fights. Sometimes, hurt feelings keep family from coming together during the holidays. The
painful reality is that we sinners fail our families, and our families fail us. God knows what that's
like. He, too, wanted his children to be everything he hoped for them to be. But he was sorely
disappointed. That's why he made a plan. God the Father sent Jesus to be the son that he always
wanted—reciprocal in love, perfect in obedience, unwavering in devotion. Jesus came to be
everything that God wanted from us. By coming to be the true Son of the Father, Jesus gives us
rights to be redeemed sons and daughters—sons just like Jesus with the rights, the relationship,
and the privileges of heirs.

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 333 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by
speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives may
bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 63:7-9

The kindness of the Lord is seen in this. When his children turned away from him, he sent a Savior to
redeem them.

Praise and Prayer

71 will tell about the Lord’s mercies,

about the praises of the Lord,

about all that the Lord has done for us,

about his great goodness to the house of Israel,

which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion,
and according to his great mercy.

8 He said, “Surely they are my people,

children who will not deal falsely,”

so he became their Savior.

%1n all their anguish he felt anguish,

and the Angel of his Presence saved them.

In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them,

and he took them up and carried them all the days of old.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: 2- In Front of Hymnal: You Are My Son

Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7
Since we have been redeemed by God'’s true Son, we are now able to call God “Father.”

4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would
be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopted as
sons. ® And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, "Abba,
Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also an heir
of God through Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Psalm 98:1
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his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation  for him.
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Gospel Matthew 2:13-23

God's plan was to save the world by having his true Son serve as our substitute, dying on the cross.
And so God saves his true Son from an early death.

The Escape to Egypt
13 After the Wise Men were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to Joseph in a dream.
He said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you,
because Herod will search for the child in order to kill him.”
14 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for Egypt. '* He stayed
there until the death of Herod. This happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my son.”
16\When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Wise Men, he was furious. He issued
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old
and under. This was in keeping with the exact time he had learned from the Wise Men. 7 Then
what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
18 A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,
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and she refused to be comforted,
because they are no more.

The Return to Nazareth

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. The
angel said, 2° “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
were trying to kill the child are dead.”

21 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he
heard that Archelaus, Herod's son, had succeeded his father as ruler in Judea, he was afraid to go
there. Since he had been warned in a dream, he went to the region of Galilee. 2 When he arrived
there, he settled in a city called Nazareth. So what was spoken through the prophets was fulfilled:
“He will be called a Nazarene.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 355 Let All Together Praise Our God

Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
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and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Eternal and gracious Lord, we rejoice with hearts and voices because you sent your one and
only Son from his majestic glory to save us from the slavery of sin and the agonies of death.
He took on our human flesh that he might reveal your divine glory. He became our brother
that we might become your children forever.

Give us quiet time during these busy days to reflect on your love and ponder the miracle of
our Savior's incarnation. Help us look beyond our gift-giving and gift-receiving, and discover
the greatest gift: the forgiveness of sins and life with you. Put the joys of Christmas into the
perspective of our eternal celebration, and let music and art lift our hearts to Christ who is
truly the center of the season.

Keep in your loving care all whose Christmas joys are diminished by sickness and sadness, by
unhappy recollections and uncertain hopes. Comfort those who sense this Christmas may be
their last, and raise their eyes to the brilliant lights of heaven. Soothe consciences that are
troubled by guilt and regret, and show them the forgiving love of Christ. [Especially bless . . .
here name the person and the cause of the petition.]

We commend to your care all who proclaim the message of Christ during these holy days; all
who care for people in hospitals, nursing homes, and prisons; and all who put themselves out
to bring joy to others, especially children. Let the light of your grace shine through all
ministries of mercy.

Send us your Holy Spirit, gracious Lord, that the proclamation of the Christmas gospel may
lighten the load of guilt and fear and lift our hearts to confident faith and holy living. By the
power of your Word, bring your light to hearts struggling to understand you and searching
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to find you that they may know the joys of this season as we do. Empower us to lead them to
your love in our words and deeds.

All this we ask in the name of the newborn King, born in Bethlehem and now living and
reigning forever in heaven. Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 359 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth sts. 1-2

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today: 10:30 AM Worship
Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion

WELS Regional Youth Night

The next WELS regional youth night will take place on January 15th from 3:30-5:30 at
Good Shepherd in Omaha. More information can be found on the sheet posted in the
narthex.

Quarterly Voters Meeting
Bethel's next quarterly voter's meeting will be on Sunday January 8th following our
worship service.

Ladies Aid Meeting
The next Ladies Aid meeting will be on January 9th at 10:00 AM.

Decoration takedown
Following our worship service on January 8th we will takedown the Christmas decorations.

Joint Mission Festival Service
Our Joint Mission Festival Service will be on February 5th here at Bethel.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9)
g Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 79, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given
$2,500.25. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com
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