Jesus Appears as the Lamb of God

The Second Sunday After Epiphany



BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, Nebraska
January 15, 2023

SERIES THEME: JESUS APPEARS

The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus' life as an infant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the
desire of the boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls silent, telling us nothing about
almost two decades of Jesus' life. For most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee, practicing
the carpentry he had learned from his adoptive father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Jesus was
not famous. But at the exact time God the Father had appointed, Jesus left that obscurity behind.
The word epiphany means “appearance.” In the Season of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his
public ministry. Jesus makes his first appearances. And in those appearances, it quickly becomes
clear that this is more than a random carpenter’s son. As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is
and what he came to do.

THEME OF THE DAY: JESUS APPEARS AS THE LAMB OF GOD

For centuries the priests of Israel offered sacrifices to God for sin. Over and over blood flowed,
testifying that the penalty of sin was death. But over and over a substitute stood in the place of
the sinner. Countless animals died under the priestly knife as generations of the faithful brought
lamb after lamb to the temple. This week we see the Lamb that God himself was bringing to the
temple. This was the Lamb that God himself would sacrifice. In the great act that would remove
our condemnation, the Messiah took our sins, stood in our place, and died as the substitute for
sinful mankind. This was the fulfillment of the entire sacrificial system. Every lamb and goat and
bird pointed to God's Lamb who takes away our sin. The heart that sees his Savior willingly
becoming the Lamb cannot help but take this news of salvation to the ends of the earth.

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 380 Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world;
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your
people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 49:1-6

The Servant of the Lord would suffer, but in that suffering God would display his splendor to the
entire world.

The Servant of the LORD

! Listen to me, you coastlands.

Pay attention, you faraway peoples!

The Lord called me from the womb.

When | was inside my mother, he mentioned my name.

2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword.

He hid me in the shadow of his hand.

He made me a polished arrow.

He concealed me in his quiver.

3 He said to me, “You are my servant Israel,

in whom | will display my glory.”

4But | said to myself, “I have labored in vain.

| spent my strength and came up empty, with nothing.

Yet a just verdict for me rests with the Lord,

and my reward is with my God.”

5 But now the Lord,

who formed me from the womb to be his servant,

to turn Jacob back to him,

so that Israel might be gathered to him,

so that | will be honored in the eyes of the Lord,

because my God has been my strength—

6the Lord said:

It is too small a thing that you should just be my servant
to raise up only the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the ones | have preserved in Israel,

so | will appoint you to be a light for the nations,

so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: 40- In Front of the Hymnal: LORD, Come to My Aid
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Second Reading Colossians 2:6-15

The Lamb of God needed to be flesh and blood, so that he could be sacrificed. And because that
Lamb was the Son of God, it is a sacrifice valuable enough to forgive us all our sins.

Spiritual Fullness in Christ

6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being rooted
and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you overflow in
faith with thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in
accord with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with
Christ. ® For all the fullness of God's being dwells bodily in Christ. 1 And you have been brought
to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every ruler and authority. ' You were also circumcised in
him, with a circumcision not done by human hands, in the putting off of the body of flesh, in the
circumcision of Christ, '?when you were buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you were
also raised with him through the faith worked by the God who raised Christ from the dead.

13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. ' God erased the record of our debt
brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by
nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a public display of
them by triumphing over them in Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1John 2:2
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Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
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and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Gospel John 1:29-41

As the last and greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist succinctly summarizes God's plan of
salvation by pointing to Jesus and calling him the lamb of God.

The Lamb of God

29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! 3° This is the one | was talking about when | said, ‘'The one coming after
me outranks me because he existed before me.’ 31| myself did not know who he was, but | came
baptizing with water so that he would be revealed to Israel.”

32 John also testified, "I saw the Spirit descend like a dove from heaven and remain on him. 33|
myself did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'The one
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy
Spirit." 341 saw this myself and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

The First Disciples

35 The next day, John was standing there again with two of his disciples. 3¢ When John saw Jesus
passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus.

38 When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he asked, “What are you looking for?"
They said to him, "Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), "where are you staying?”

39 He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying. They
stayed with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus. 4! The
first thing Andrew did was to find his own brother Simon and say to him, “We have found the
Messiah!” (which is translated “the Christ”).

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day: 375 Arise and Shine in Splendor

Sermon: Isaiah 49:1-6
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son, in the fullness of time you came into our world
to save us from sin and death.
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
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Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and
teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to
those doomed to death.

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of
salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your
name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and
each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they
may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and
the disheartened. [We pray especially for...here name the person and the cause of the
petition.] Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn.

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full
light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
Amen.

Offering

Offering Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 927 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship
Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship

WELS Regional Youth Night
The next WELS regional youth night will take place today from 3:30-5:30 at Good
Shepherd in Omaha. More information can be found on the sheet posted in the narthex.

Joint Mission Festival Service

Our Joint Mission Festival Service will be on February 5th here at Bethel. We will have a
potluck after the service. Following the meal, our Guest Preacher Joel Prange will give a
presentation on his work as a home missionary in Dickinson, North Dakota. If you plan on
bringing anything for the meal, please contact Judy Remmers.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9)
g Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 70, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given
$1,425.25. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com
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