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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
February 12, 2023 

SERIES THEME: THE SAVIOR’S SERMON 

The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season called 

Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. He calls his disciples. It is not 

long before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. So, in the second half of this season 

Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his followers. Jesus does this through the 

most famous sermon of all time. It is not delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a 

hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the air. His followers hung on his 

every word as the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian life. It is called the Sermon on 

the Mount.  

THEME OF THE DAY: LIVE A HOLY LIFE 

The word “holy” comes from an Old English word, “halig” which means “whole” or “healthy.” We 

have a holy God. He wants us to live a holy life, one that is wholly dedicated to him, one that is 

spiritually and emotionally healthy for us. So, as Jesus continues his Sermon on the Mount, he 

makes a crucial point that not all his followers (including present day followers) understand well. 

Jesus came to free us from sin. He did not come to free us to sin. God commands that we live a 

holy life. He provides dire warnings to remind us just how holy he wants us to be. Today we face a 

rapid decline in public morals and private piety. Yet, Jesus calls his followers to be different. He 

urges personal purity. After examining our lives, we can only despair over our lack of holiness. So, 

the Gospel Acclamation reminds us to flee to Christ who loves us despite our failures and who 

sacrificed himself for unholy people. Secure in his grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, each 

day we strive to live the holy lives to which we have been called. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 735 Before You I Kneel 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the 

things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading 2 Samuel 11:1–17,26-27 

King David committed adultery first in his heart, then in the flesh. David’s example illustrates the 

danger of unrepentant sin. It is the antithesis of a holy life. 

David and Bathsheba 
1 Springtime arrived, the time when kings go out to war. David sent Joab out with his officers and 

with all Israel. They ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed in Jerusalem. 
2 One evening David had gotten up from his couch and was walking around on the roof of the 

palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very good looking. 3 David sent 

to inquire about the woman, and he was told, “Isn’t this Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite?” 
4 David sent messengers to bring her. She came to him, and he lay down with her. (She had been 

purifying herself from her ceremonial uncleanness.) She then returned to her house. 
5 The woman became pregnant, so she sent a message and told David, “I am pregnant.” 
6 David sent a message to Joab, “Send Uriah the Hittite to me.” So Joab sent Uriah to David, 7 and 

Uriah came to him. 

David asked how Joab and the troops were doing, and how the war effort was going. 8 Then David 

said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” 

When Uriah went out from the palace, the king sent a gift to him. 9 But Uriah slept at the entrance 

to the palace with all the servants of his master. He did not go down to his own house. 
10 David was informed, “Uriah has not gone down to his house.” So David said to Uriah, “Haven’t 

you come a long distance? Why didn’t you go down to your house?” 
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are living in shelters, and my master Joab and 

the servants of my master are camped on the bare ground in the open countryside. Should I go 

to my house to eat and to drink and to lie down with my wife? By your life, as surely as you live, I 

will not do such a thing.” 
12 Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here today also. Tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah 

remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 David summoned him, and Uriah ate as his guest, 

and David got him drunk. But in the evening he went and slept on his mat where the servants of 

his master were. He did not go to his own house. 
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and he sent it in the hands of Uriah. 15 In the letter 

he wrote, “Station Uriah opposite the fiercest fighting. Then withdraw from behind him so that he 

will be struck down and die.” 
16 So when Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew that the 

enemy’s strongest warriors were. 17 The men of the city came out and fought against Joab, and 

some of the troops of David fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 26 The wife of Uriah the Hittite heard 

that her husband was dead, so she mourned for her husband. 27 When her mourning was 

completed, David sent for her and brought her to his house, and she became his wife. She gave 

birth to a son for him. But what David had done was evil in the eyes of the Lord. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:1–12 

Christians sincerely desire to live for Christ. St. Paul explains how. We seek to control our body in a 

way that is holy. 

1 Therefore, beyond this, brothers, just as you received instruction from us about how you are to 

walk so as to please God (as indeed you are doing), we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that 

you do so even more. 2 To be sure, you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 

Jesus. 3 Indeed, this is God’s will: that you be sanctified, namely, that you keep yourselves away 

from sexual immorality. 4 He wants each of you to learn to obtain a wife for yourself in a way that 

is holy and honorable, 5 not in lustful passion like the heathen, who do not know God. 6 No one is 

to overstep and take advantage of his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all 

these things, just as we said previously and solemnly testified to it. 7 For God did not call us for 

uncleanness, but in sanctification. 8 Consequently, whoever rejects this is not rejecting a man, but 

the God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 
9 Concerning brotherly love, there is no need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 

by God, with the result that you love one another. 10 In fact, you are doing so toward all the 

brothers throughout Macedonia. But we encourage you, brothers, to do this even more, 11 and to 

make it your ambition to live a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own 

hands, just as we instructed you. 12 Do this so that you are conducting yourselves decently toward 

outsiders and are not lacking anything. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 5:2 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 5:21–37 

Jesus sets a high bar for Christians. He calls us to be holy in our relationships with our brothers, our 

adversaries, our bodies, our spouse, and our God. 

Sinful Anger 

21 “You have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever 

murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that everyone who is angry with his brother 

without a cause will be subject to judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ will have to 

answer to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of hell fire. 
23 “So if you are about to offer your gift at the altar, and there you remember that your brother 

has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar and go. First be reconciled 

to your brother. Then come and offer your gift. 
25 “If someone accuses you, reach an agreement with him quickly, while you are with him on the 

way. Otherwise your accuser may bring you to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the 

officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Amen I tell you: You will never get out until you have 

paid the last penny. 

Lust 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 28 but I tell you that everyone 

who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 

right eye causes you to fall into sin, pluck it out and throw it away from you. It is better for you to 

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand 

causes you to fall into sin, cut it off and throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one 

part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 

Divorce 

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell 

you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, causes her to be regarded as an 

adulteress. And whoever marries the divorced woman is regarded as an adulterer. 
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Oaths 

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘Do not break your oaths, but fulfill 

your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear at all: not by heaven, because it is God’s 

throne; 35 and not by earth, because it is his footstool; and not by Jerusalem, because it is the city 

of the great King. 36 And do not swear by your own head, since you cannot make one hair white 

or black. 37 Instead, let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes,’ or ‘No, no.’ Whatever goes beyond these is 

from the Evil One. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 695 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
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    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 

live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises 

and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 

sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 

them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 
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lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 

gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners 

who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 

patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 

prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among 

us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 670 I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymns 835: Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

 

Council Meeting 

The next council meeting will take place following our worship service this morning. 

 

Ladies Aid Meeting 

The next ladies Aid Meeting will be on Monday February 13th starting at 10:00 AM. 

 

WELS Regional Youth Night 

The next WELS regional Youth night will take place on Sunday March 12th from 3:30-5:30 

at Mount Olive in Lincoln. Please register using this link: 

https://forms.gle/wdYpFQ9oRc6qWHSG6 

 

Mid-Week Lent Services 

Mid-week Lent services will begin on February 22nd at 6:30 PM. If you are willing to bring 

food following the services please contact Judy Remmers. 

 

For the service on March 1st we are asking for members to bring pie. For our final mid-

week Lent service on March 29th we will have ice cream. 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 66, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$4,550.25. To God be the glory! 

https://forms.gle/wdYpFQ9oRc6qWHSG6
http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

