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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | York, Nebraska
February 19, 2023

THEME OF THE DAY: THE GLORY OF THE LORD

Throughout his ministry Jesus said astounding things and did astounding things. Yet, he looked
like a normal man. The prophet said, “"He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in
his appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). This would all change one day atop a
high mountain. There, Jesus gave his disciples—gave his Church—a glimpse of the glory he set
aside to be our Savior. And the voice of the Father thundered from the heavens, just as it did at
Jesus’ baptism, announcing Jesus' true identity to the world—the glorious Son of God. And so the
Transfiguration of our Lord serves as a one-week bridge between the season of Epiphany, where
Jesus is revealed as the true Son of God, and the season of Lent, where we witness what the Son
of God came to do. On the Mount of Glory, St. Peter declared, "It is good for us to be here.”
Indeed! For here we see the God of Majestic Glory, who became a man to suffer and die for us,
just as Moses and the Prophets had foretold. Oh, how much this glorious God loves us!

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer

Acknowledgments

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship:
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture quotations The Holy Bible, Evangelical
Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project/NPH. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

2|Page



The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 389 How Good, Lord, to Be Here
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world;
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came from
the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make us co-
heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Exodus 24:9-18

On Mount Sinai Moses saw the glory of the Lord as a terrifying fire. On the Mount of Transfiguration
Moses saw the glory of the Lord as the Savior who takes our fear away.

9Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. ° They saw the
God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement of sapphire as clear as the
sky. " The Lord did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the people of Israel. They gazed at God,
and they ate and drank.

2The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain. Wait there, and | will give you the
stone tablets with the law and the commands that | have written, so that you can teach them.”

13 Moses set out with his assistant Joshua and went up onto the mountain of God. ' He said to
the elders, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, here are Aaron and Hur. They will
be with you. Whoever is involved in a dispute can go to them.”

15 Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. ¢ The Glory of

the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the seventh
day the Lord called to Moses out of the middle of the cloud. 7 The appearance of the Glory of
the Lord looked like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of
Israel. '® Moses entered into the middle of the cloud and climbed up the mountain. Moses was on
the mountain forty days and forty nights.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: 2- In Front of Hymnal: You Are My Son

Second Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21

St. Peter testifies to the reliability of the Christian faith. Peter was an eyewitness to the majesty and
glory of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

16 To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the
powerful appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 7 For he
received honor and glory from God the Father, when the voice came to him from within the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.” ® We heard this
voice, which came out of heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain.

19 We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do well to pay attention to it, as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your

hearts, 2% since we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes about from
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someone’s own interpretation. 2! In fact, no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were being carried along by the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 9:7
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“This is my Son, whom I love. Lis - ten to him!”
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

Matthew recounts the transfiguration of our Lord.

The Transfiguration

1Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James; and he led them
up onto a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured in front of them. His face was
shining like the sun. His clothing became as white as the light. 3 Just then, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Jesus.

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, | will make three shelters here:
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
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> While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them. Just then, a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to him.”
6When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were terrified. 7 Jesus approached and as
he touched them, he said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 8 When they opened their eyes, they
saw no one except Jesus alone. ® As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, “Do not tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the
dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 388 Down from the Mount of Glory

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Eternal God and Father, we pray for the Church around the world. Always keep your people
faithful to you. Lift the veil from our eyes and guide us to see Christ in the Word and
sacraments. During all the distractions of life, help us set our sights on Jesus. Keep us safe
and protect us from the tricks and treachery of the devil. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

We pray that you move us to have compassion on those stumbling in the darkness and
empower us to proclaim Christ to all who have no faith. Give us courage to be unashamed of
the light you have given us and to carry it willingly with joy wherever we go and whatever we
do. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Hear our prayers for Christians everywhere who are being persecuted because of the light
they bear. Give them the strength to endure the hardships they are undergoing and give
them the peace and hope of Christ as they battle on. [We pray especially for...here name the
person and the cause of the petition.] Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

We pray that Christ reveals his gracious presence to all who suffer. We pray especially for our
families and those in our circle of friends who are sick or in need and for everyone whose
needs we hold in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Be with us, Lord, as we think about the coming days of Lent. Let your law convince us that we
indeed deserve your punishment and would be lost forever without Christ. As our hearts fill
with sorrow and regret, lift us up to see the Savior's sacrifice on the cross and give us hearts
full of faith in him. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
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Silent prayer

Lord God, hear the prayers we offer and let your grace and mercy flow to us and all for whom
we pray. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Light of the world.
Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets sts. 1-2

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 392 This Brightness, Lord! What Shall | say
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 PM Mid-Week Lent Service
Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion

WELS Regional Youth Night

The next WELS regional Youth night will take place on Sunday March 12th from 3:30-5:30
at Mount Olive in Lincoln. Please register using this link:
https://forms.gle/wdYpFQ90oRc6qWHSG6

Mid-Week Lent Services
Mid-week Lent services will begin on February 22nd at 6:30 PM.

For the service on March 1st members are invited to bring pies if they would like. For our
final mid-week Lent service on March 29th we will have ice cream.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9
g Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 59, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given
$1,925.25. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com
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