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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
April 2, 2023 

SERIES THEME: OUR GREATEST NEEDS 

What do you really need right now? To answer that question, one must first define what a “need” is. 

We understand that a “need” is greater than a “want.” If you lack something you want, life goes on just 

fine. If you lack something you need, that presents a problem. Thus, to correctly answer that question, 

“What do you really need right now,” ultimately one must understand their greatest problems. 

Mankind’s greatest problems are universal. We all live under the curse of sin. That sin makes us utterly 

helpless in our natural state. Natural man is confused, unable to make sense of life. Left in sin, man is 

doomed to death, and not just physical death. After one’s heart stops comes another type of death 

that is infinitely worse, an eternal nightmare. Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle 

with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. Here is 

what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you 

have everything you truly need. 

THEME OF THE DAY: A GREATER TYPE OF KING 

Pick any head of state: the president, a prime minister, a king. Hopefully, they care about the people 

over whom they have authority. But even if they care, they live and operate above the people. The 

British royals live in a palace, not a three-bedroom ranch. The President does not fly coach. He sits in a 

recliner on Air Force One. There’s nothing wrong with this. Those offices are worthy of high respect. 

The point is these rulers live and operate above us. If a thief is breaking into your home, call 911 and 

see if your governor shows up. Your governor doesn’t even know your name! But, cut him some slack. 

He is only human. Jesus is not. Jesus is the King of kings, God and man in one person. He knows you 

intimately. More! He is willing to do absolutely anything necessary to serve and protect you. We see 

that this Holy Week. It begins with Jesus riding a donkey colt into Jerusalem—as the prophet foretold. 

As this week nears its end, Jesus is given a crown of thorns. He carries a cross out of Jerusalem and is 

nailed to it. Placed on his cross was this sign: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” The sign was 

partially right. Jesus is a king, just not of the Jews. He’s our King, infinitely mightier than any ruler in 

history, while also being infinitely humbler. King Jesus has come to save us. Those other heads of state 

can serve as blessings. But this is the greater type of king that we need most.  

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 414 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 

your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and 

branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with 

perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Zechariah 9:9-10 

The prophet Zechariah foretold of a Savior King who would rule with gentleness and bring peace to 

the ends of the earth. 

The Coming of Zion’s King 
9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

    Look! Your King is coming to you. 

    He is righteous and brings salvation. 

    He is humble and is riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the horse from Jerusalem. 

    The battle bow will be taken away, 

    and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His kingdom will extend from sea to sea, 

    from the River to the ends of the earth. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 24- In Front of Hymnal: Welcome the King of Glory 

 

Second Reading Philippians 2:5–11 

There is none greater than king Jesus. Yet there is none humbler than King Jesus. 

5 Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he was by nature 

God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by 

taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like 

that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 12:23 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

Look at how King Jesus humbly enters the royal city of Jerusalem. He comes in the name of the Lord 

to save us. 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King 
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied 

there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you 

are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a donkey, on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey.  
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 

colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8 A very large crowd spread their outer 

clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them out on the 

road. 9 The crowds who went in front of him and those who followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest! 
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10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 11 And the 

crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 411 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

  

Brief silence 

  

For the Holy Church as she embarks on the holiest week of the Church Year, that she would 

rejoice greatly over her King, who saved her with His perfect life and sacrificial death, and 

who comes to her humbly via His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our Christian lives, that we would be granted faithfulness in times of temptation, 

repentance and forgiveness when we fall, love for all our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

reconciliation with those from whom we are alienated, and boldness to confess the faith we 

have in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the members of this congregation, that we would be given faithful and generous hearts 

to prayerfully and financially support the mission and ministry of our Lord in this place and 

abroad, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all whom our Father has given authority in civil governments, that He would guide their 

decisions and desires so that life is defended, justice upheld and the will of Him before whom 

all knees will bow is done, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who live without faith in Christ, that the Holy Spirit would call them to repentance 

and give them the gift of faith to believe in the One who comes in the name of the Lord, let 

us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those stricken by disease; for those enduring famine and natural disasters; for those in 

bondage; and for those who are sick, shut-in, recovering or have any need, [especially for 

those who have requested our prayers, including _____________,] that our heavenly Father would 
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hear their pleas, meet their needs, relieve their suffering and lead them to rejoice in Him who 

never fails us in our time of need, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who receive the Holy Supper of our Lord today, that they would eat His body and 

drink His blood in repentance and faith, and be strengthened to love others as Christ has 

loved them, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who have departed this vale of tears in faith and now sleep in Jesus, let us give 

thanks to the Lord; that He would shepherd us in that same faith until our last hour, bringing 

us, with them, into His Kingdom, which has no end, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy.  

  

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 514 You Are the Way; through You Alone sts. 1–2 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Maundy Thursday April 6th: 6:30 PM Worship Service and Communion at Bethel 

Good Friday April 7th: 6:30 PM Worship Service at Grace 

Easter Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship  

 

Easter Breakfast 

On Easter Sunday, April 9th, we will have our Easter Breakfast at 9:00 AM.  

 

Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday worship service will be April 6th at Bethel at 6:30 PM. 

Good Friday worship service will be April 7th at Grace at 6:30 PM. 

Easter Sunday we will follow our usual Sunday service times at Grace and Bethel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 59, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,010.25. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

