
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He Lives to Restore My Hope 

Third Sunday of Easter 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
April 23, 2023 

SERIES THEME: HE LIVES! 

Life is full of either/or moments where you face an unavoidable choice between two alternatives. Some 

of those moments are relatively insignificant. Either I have the chicken, or I have the fish. Other times, 

they shape the course of your life. Either I accept this new job offer, or I keep my current job for the 

remainder of my career. Either I accept his marriage proposal, or.… Some either/or moments are bigger 

than others. Here is the biggest either/or of them all. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. One might 

ask, “How does that either/or affect me?” Because Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and Savior from 

sin. He said the proof is that he would rise from the dead. “The Son of Man must suffer many things … 

be killed and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). Thus, if Jesus remains dead, he is both failure and 

fraud. However, if Jesus rose from the dead, he proves he is who he claimed to be— the Messiah. And 

he did what he came to do—save us. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. That means, either Jesus is 

a complete waste of your time, or he is your only hope for salvation. If Jesus is still dead, it is 

completely logical that you should want nothing to do with him. If Jesus rose, it is only logical that he 

becomes the center and greatest priority of your life. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. This season 

of Easter is a 50-day-long celebration of the fact that the Holy Spirit has answered that either/or for us. 

We believe this life-changing truth. Christ is risen! He lives! Throughout this season, we explore what 

that means.  

THEME OF THE DAY: HE LIVES TO RESTORE MY HOPE 

Imagine someone you love is near death. Their only hope of survival is a risky brain surgery, one so 

complicated only one surgeon in the state will attempt it. The surgery is scheduled. But as that doctor 

drives to the hospital, he is killed in a car accident. Any hope you had for your loved one’s salvation 

died along with that surgeon. That is how Jesus’ disciples felt after his death. “We hoped that he was 

the one who was going to redeem Israel,” they said (Luke 24:19). Their hope for a better life died along 

with Jesus. They had let their personal wants and expectations cloud their view of Scripture which said 

that the Messiah’s death and resurrection were actually the source of all hope! So, the living Lord 

appeared to his disciples. He explained. He opened their minds to the truth of God’s Word. And in 

doing so, he restored their hope. There is little worse than a feeling of hopelessness. Christ’s disciples 

have victory over that feeling. He died, but he is dead no longer. The one who can heal us and give us 

life to the full lives! He lives to restore our hope. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Kathy Bremer 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 452 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done  

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 

eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 2:14a,32–41 

The message of Christ crucified and Christ risen gives the certain hope of forgiveness to sinners. 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 

32 “This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that. 33 So, after he was exalted 



6 | P a g e  

to the right hand of God and after he received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, he 

poured out what you are now seeing and hearing. 
34 “For David did not ascend into heaven, and yet he says: 

The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, 
35 until I make your enemies a footstool under your feet.’ 
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
37 Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, “Gentlemen, brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise 

is for you and for your children and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will 

call.” 
40 He testified solemnly with many other words and was appealing to them, saying, “Save 

yourselves from this crooked generation.” 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand people 

were added. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 116-Front of Hymnal: I Will Lift Up the Cup of Salvation 

 

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17–21 

Our hope is to one day join our Savior in the glory of heaven. Until that day, we live in this world as 

strangers who are focused on going to our true home. 

17 If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each person, conduct 

yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18 because you know that you were 

redeemed from your empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, not with 

things that pass away, such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb 

without blemish or spot. 20 He was chosen before the foundation of the world but revealed in 

these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the 

dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 24:32 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Luke 24:13–35 

For two disciples Jesus explained that all the Scriptures showed that the Christ had to die and rise. 

Jesus restored their hope. 

On the Road to Emmaus 
13 Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about all of these things that had 

happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing this, Jesus himself approached and began to 

walk along with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 He said to them, “What 

are you talking about as you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped. 
18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does 

not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked them. 

They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet, mighty in deed 

and word before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be 

condemned to death. And they crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he was going to redeem 

Israel. Not only that, but besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
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happened. 22 Also some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 

morning. 23 When they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a 

vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb. 

They found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter his glory?” 27 Then beginning 

with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 

concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village where they were going, he acted as if he were going to travel 

farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and the 

day is almost over.” 

So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he reclined at the table with them, he took the bread, 

blessed it, broke it, and began giving it to them. 31 Suddenly their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him. Then he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us along the road and while he was explaining 

the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the 

Eleven and those who were with them assembled together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord really 

has been raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35 They themselves described what had happened 

along the road, and how they recognized him when he broke the bread. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 459 Christ the Lord Is Risen Again 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  



9 | P a g e  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 

Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
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Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has 

forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out 

your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give patience 

and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 512 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name sts. 1, 6 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 522 Beautiful Savior 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

Bethel Voters Meeting April 23rd  

The next voters meeting will take place on April 23rd following our worship service. 

 

New Church Directory 

Please find a time following a worship service or schedule a day to have Beverly Bornschlegl 

take your picture to go into the upcoming church directory. We would like to have all pictures 

taken by May 14th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 95, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,075.25. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

