
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE LIVES TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT 

Day of Pentecost/Confirmation 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
May 28, 2023 

SERIES THEME: HE LIVES! 

Life is full of either/or moments where you face an unavoidable choice between two alternatives. Some 

of those moments are relatively insignificant. Either I have the chicken, or I have the fish. Other times, 

they shape the course of your life. Either I accept this new job offer, or I keep my current job for the 

remainder of my career. Either I accept his marriage proposal, or.… Some either/or moments are bigger 

than others. Here is the biggest either/or of them all. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. One might 

ask, “How does that either/or affect me?” Because Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and Savior from 

sin. He said the proof is that he would rise from the dead. “The Son of Man must suffer many things … 

be killed and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). Thus, if Jesus remains dead, he is both failure and 

fraud. However, if Jesus rose from the dead, he proves he is who he claimed to be— the Messiah. And 

he did what he came to do—save us. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. That means, either Jesus is 

a complete waste of your time, or he is your only hope for salvation. If Jesus is still dead, it is 

completely logical that you should want nothing to do with him. If Jesus rose, it is only logical that he 

becomes the center and greatest priority of your life. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. This season 

of Easter is a 50-day-long celebration of the fact that the Holy Spirit has answered that either/or for us. 

We believe this life-changing truth. Christ is risen! He lives! Throughout this season, we explore what 

that means.  

THEME OF THE DAY: HE LIVES TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT 

Fifty days after the Passover, God’s Old Testament people celebrated Pentecost (Greek for “fifty”). 

Pentecost commemorated the gathering of the harvest and was also used to remember the giving of 

the Law on Mt. Sinai, the start of the Church of Israel. Christ chose Pentecost to be the birthday of his 

New Testament Church too. By pouring out his Holy Spirit, Christ empowered the Church to gather in 

the great harvest of souls won by the Son. Pentecost is the third great festival of the Church, along with 

the Nativity and the Resurrection. The early church fathers mention the Festival of Pentecost often 

enough to lead many to believe it was celebrated annually already at the time of the apostles. 

Pentecost closes the fifty-day period after Easter and ends the festival half of the church year. The 

Church dresses in red this day to remind us of the tongues of fire that marked the Spirit’s gift, as well 

as the blood of the martyrs which was the seed of the Church.  

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Timothy Richert 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 479 God’s Holy Spirit Came 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. 

Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell 

abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Examination  

 

First Reading Acts 2:1–21 

In the Old Testament, God poured out his Spirit onto the prophets so they could reveal his will. On 

Pentecost, Jesus poured his Spirit onto the Church so they could proclaim his gospel to the world. 

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 

the rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of them. 4 They were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, since the Spirit was giving them 

the ability to speak fluently. 
5 Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When 

this sound was heard, a crowd came together and was confused, because each one heard them 

speaking in his own language. 7 They were completely baffled and said to each other, “Look, are 

not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them 

speaking in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 

and of Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of 

Libya around Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; 11 Cretans and Arabs—we 

hear them declaring in our own languages the wonderful works of God.” 12 They were all amazed 

and perplexed. They kept saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocked 
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them and said, “They are full of new wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, 

and spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men of Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, 

understand this, and listen closely to my words. 15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 

is only the third hour of the day. 16 On the contrary, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 This is what God says will happen in the last days: 

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 

Your young men will see visions. 

Your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the sky above, 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

    will be saved. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3–11 

When God pours out his Spirit it is not only for the benefit of the individual believer. God gives his 

Spirit to us so that we might be of benefit to the entire Church. 

3 Therefore I am informing you that no one speaking by God’s Spirit says, “A curse be upon Jesus,” 

and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of ministries, and 

yet the same Lord. 6 There are various kinds of activity, but the same God, who produces all of 

them in everyone. 
7 Each person is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one person a 

message of wisdom is given by the Spirit; to another, a message of knowledge, as the same Spirit 

provides it; 9 by the same Spirit, faith is given to someone else; and to another, the same Spirit 

gives healing gifts. 10 Another is given powers to do miracles; another, the gift of prophecy; 

another, the evaluating of spirits; someone else, different kinds of tongues; and another, the 
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interpretation of tongues. 11 One and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them to 

each one individually as he desires. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Antiphon for Pentecost 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel John 7:37–39 

Jesus promised that those who were spiritually thirsty would be filled with living water. Jesus kept 

this promise when he poured out his Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

37 On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and called out, “If anyone is 

thirsty, let him come to me and drink! 38 As the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow 

from deep within the person who believes in me.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 

believed in him were going to receive. For the Holy Spirit had not yet come, because Jesus had 

not yet been glorified. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 585 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn: Listen to the Voice of Jesus 

Children’s choir will sing verse 1 and refrain. Congregation is invited to join in for verses 2, 3, and following 

refrains. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF NOAH FREY 

The pastor speaks to those being confirmed: 

Noah, when you were baptized, your gracious Lord forgave all your sins and covered you 

with the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Through water and Word he created faith in your 

heart and adopted you into the family of believers. As you matured and heard and studied 

the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit enlightened your mind and preserved you as a child of God. 

  

You have expressed the desire to confess the truths you believe before your Savior, your 

family and friends, and this congregation. You are ready to say with St. Paul, “I believed; 

therefore I have spoken.” You have learned to examine your thoughts, words, and actions in 

the light of God’s law, and you have experienced the comfort of forgiveness in the Savior’s 

gospel. With this preparation you are eager to receive the Savior’s body and blood in the 

sacrament. 

  

As we worship with you on this day, we are filled with joy as we see how the Lord has grown 

your faith and love. We are bringing our prayers to the Savior’s throne of grace and 

imploring him to keep you faithful to him and his Word until you join us and all believers in 

the glories of heaven. 

 

I now ask you: 
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Are you ready and willing to confess your faith before the triune God and those who are 

worshiping with you today? 

I am. 

  

Do you believe in God the Father? 

Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

I do reject him. 

  

Do you believe that all the books of the Bible are the inspired and inerrant Word of God? 

I do. 

  

Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to 

know them from Luther’s Small Catechism, are faithful and true to the Word of God? 

I do. 
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Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus and his Word all the 

days of your life? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

  

Is it your sincere prayer and desire to live a life that pleases God, to value his Word and 

sacraments, and to witness to your Savior wherever you go? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

The pastor speaks to the congregation: 

 

Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and especially for the 

youth of the church. On this special day, it is fitting that we bring our prayers before God, 

firmly believing that he alone is able to strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

keep us faithful to the Savior until we die. Let us pray. 

  

Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in Noah’s heart and gave him a new birth 

as a member of your family. Help him remember his baptism every day and find comfort in 

your promise that you will never leave him or forsake him. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Give him strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives within him so that each 

day he may triumph in his living and loving and in his words and actions. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Lead him to see and believe that in the word of the gospel he finds forgiveness for his sins 

and relief for his guilt. Use the remembrance of your commandments to drive him to the 

comfort of the gospel and then to guide him as he lives for you and others. Lord, in your 

mercy. 

hear our prayer. 

Protect him from Satan when he tempts him to be careless with your Word and sacrament, to 

make plans for this life and not for the life to come, or to find popular theories more 

appealing than your truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Empower him by the gospel of your Son to live in this world with kindness, humility, and 

patience that others may see his good works and glorify his Father in heaven. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sacraments. Lead us to 

encourage and admonish him in wisdom and love even after he leaves home and makes a 

new home for himself. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, have compassion 

on us despite our sins and accept us as eternal dwellers in your royal rooms, through the 

merits of Jesus our Savior, who became sin for us so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The pastor speaks to those being confirmed: 

 

I now invite Noah to come forward to receive a blessing from the Lord and a word of 

encouragement from the Scriptures. Your confirmation passage is John 8:12 “When Jesus 

spoke to them again, he said, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and 

knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. 

  

Our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 

eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your heart and strengthen you in every 

good deed and word. 

  

The Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, renew and increase in you the gift of the Holy Spirit for 

your strengthening in faith, your growth in grace, your patience in suffering, and for the 

blessed hope of eternal life. 

  

The God of peace sanctify you through and through and keep you blameless at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

Amen. 
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Offering 

Offering Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on this day 

kept his promise and poured out the Holy Spirit to empower his Church to proclaim the 

gospel in all the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 676 Take and Eat 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: 477 O Day Full of Grace  
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion  

 

Joint Meeting for Grace and Bethel 

The joint voters assembly meeting will be held on Sunday June 11th at 6:30 PM here at Bethel. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Association Meeting 

Trinity’s association meeting will be on June 18th at 6:00 PM. 

 

New Church Directory 

If you haven’t gotten your picture taken yet for the new directory then please do so as soon as 

possible. 

 

New Beginnings Fundraiser 

From May 7th-28th there will be a basket to donate money to the “New Beginnings: A Home 

for Mothers” which is a WELS ministry in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. More information about New 

Beginnings can be found at their website: https://www.homeformothers.com 

 

Camp Jefferson 

WELS Youth Camp Jefferson will take place on July 14th-16th with Teen Camp following until 

the 19th. To register or for more info please visit: welscampjefferson.org -registration will close 

on June 26th. 

 

Picture for Pastor Marc and Elaine Frey’s retirement 

The Frey family is asking for members at Grace and Bethel to share any pictures that you 

may have of Marc and Elaine Frey during their 16 years of serving here in Nebraska. Please 

get pictures to Andrew Frey by June 18th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://5djptnx2.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.homeformothers.com/1/01000187a4a61143-c6a9fd58-0c2f-465e-95d5-ec5a57518bc9-000000/lYr7aWnAc8qqNUVkXGJCR4qAux8=318
http://welscampjefferson.org/
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CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 54, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$1,250.25. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/
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