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SERIES THEME: THE HOLY MINISTRY

"Ministry” simply means “service.” Throughout history, God has called individuals to serve God's
people by sharing God's Word. Many today feel they do not need to be part of a church, do not
need Christian preaching and teaching. "l can be a believer without any of that.” Well, if that is
true, then why does Jesus’ bother to keep calling ministers to share his gospel: pastors, teachers,
missionaries, etc.? Clearly, Jesus himself believes ministry is necessary. He knows what we need
better than we do. We call it "holy ministry” because the Holy Spirit does his work through his
ministers. As ministers proclaim God's Word, the Spirit unleashes his power. We also call it "holy
ministry” because through gospel ministry our faith is sustained, which is what makes us holy in
God's eyes.

THEME OF THE DAY: THE HOLY MINISTRY IS FILLED WITH SINNERS CALLED BY GOD

They never forgot their past. Moses never forgot how, in a fit of anger, he killed a man. Paul never
forgot how he had savaged the Church of God, overseeing the persecution and execution of
Christians around Jerusalem. Matthew never forgot how, as a tax collector for the Roman Empire,
he was disdained as a swindler and traitor to his people. These men never forgot their past. But
God did. God forgave them all their sins and called them into gospel ministry. The holy ministry is
not filled with perfect people. The holy ministry is filled with sinners whom God has called out of
his boundless mercy. The holy ministry is God’s gift to the Church. But it is also God's gift to
ministers, who certainly do not deserve the privilege of being God's public servants. God calls
sinful and weak individuals into the ministry, so that as his kingdom advances, we give credit
where credit is due—to the Holy Spirit.

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 783 Abide with Me sts. 14
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God on High CW 157
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost.
Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear his call and follow him by faith that we may
feast with him forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Exodus 3:1-15

Moses struggles to understand why God would call someone like him to bring the Israelites out of
Egypt. So, God comforts Moses by assuring him that He would be the one working through him.

Moses and the Burning Bush

TNow Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, a priest of Midian, and he led
the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 The Angel of
the Lord appeared to him in blazing fire from within a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire,
but the bush was not burning up. 3 So he said, "I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to
find out why the bush is not burning up.”

4When the Lord saw that Moses had gone over to take a look, God called to him from the middle
of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”

Moses said, "l am here.”

5The Lord said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you
are standing is holy ground.” ® He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

"The Lord said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people in Egypt, and | have heard their cry
for help because of their slave drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering.  So | have come down to
deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. ®° Now indeed, the Israelites’ cry for help
has come to me. Yes, | have seen how the Egyptians are oppressing them. 1 Come now, | will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am |, that | should go to Pharaoh, and that | should bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”

1250 he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign to you that | have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.”

13 But Moses said to God, “If | go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,” and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what should | say to them?”

14So God replied to Moses, "l am who | am.” He also said, “You will say this to the Israelites:

| am has sent me to you.”

15 God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forever,
and this is how | am to be remembered from generation to generation.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

To demonstrate mercy and patience, God called Paul, the self-identified “worst of sinners,” into the
holy ministry.

The Lord’s Grace to Paul

12| give thanks to the one who empowered me, namely, Christ Jesus our Lord, that he treated me
as trustworthy, appointing me into his ministry. ¥ He did this even though formerly | was a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent man. But | was shown mercy, because | acted ignorantly
in unbelief. 1 The grace of our Lord overflowed on me along with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. ' This saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners,” of whom | am the worst. 18 But | was shown mercy for this reason: that
in me, the worst sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his unlimited patience as an example for
those who are going to believe in him, resulting in eternal life. 7 Now to the King eternal, to the
immortal, invisible, only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 9:12,13
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It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.
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I have not come to call the righteous, but sin - ners.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 713578
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Gospel Matthew 9:9-13

Jews considered tax collectors to be among the worst of sinners. To demonstrate grace, Jesus called
one of them to be his disciple.

The Calling of Matthew

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the tax collector's booth.
He said to him, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and followed him.

19 As Jesus was reclining at the table in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were
actually there too, eating with Jesus and his disciples. " When the Pharisees saw this, they said to
his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “The healthy do not need a physician, but the sick

do. ¥ Go and learn what this means: 'l desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ In fact, | did not come to
call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 578 Chief of Sinners Though | Be

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and

love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
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Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of
faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of
life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science,
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the
person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith.
Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from
their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living
with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 575 By Grace I'm Saved sts. 1-2
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THE SACRAMENT

Stand

Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus' death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son'’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “"Drink from it, all of you; this
is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated
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Distribution

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God's Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord'’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public
profession that you agree with what we teach.

Distribution Hymn: 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 896 Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion
Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship

Joint Meeting for Grace and Bethel
The joint voters assembly meeting will be held on Sunday June 11th at 6:30 PM here at Bethel.

Trinity Lutheran Association Meeting
Trinity’s association meeting will be on June 18th at 6:00 PM.

Camp Jefferson

WELS Youth Camp Jefferson will take place on July 14th-16th with Teen Camp following until
the 19th. To register as a camper/helper or for more info please visit: welscampjefferson.org -
registration will close on June 26th.

Camp Messiah
WELS Summer Christian Camp Messiah is set for August 2-5. To register please visit
www.stpls.com/campmessiah Registration will close on June 28th.

Picture for Pastor Marc and Elaine Frey's retirement

The Frey family is asking for members at Grace and Bethel to share any pictures that you
may have of Marc and Elaine Frey during their 16 years of serving here in Nebraska. Please
get pictures to Andrew Frey by June 18th.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9)
g Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 54, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given
$5,615.25. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com
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