
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A STORY OF INSANE REJECTION 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
October 15, 2023 

SERIES THEME: TELL US A STORY 

Much of what Jesus has to say to you and me is contained within his parables. Parables are simple 

little stories that contain profound truths about life and eternity. For the believer, a parable takes 

a challenging spiritual fact and makes it clear. However, since the parable conveys spiritual truth, 

for someone without faith, the story remains only that—a story. Therefore, our prayer for this 

worship series is that Christ would send us his Holy Spirit, so that we might receive the peace and 

power Jesus offers us in his parables. Tell us a story, Jesus! 

THEME OF THE DAY: A STORY OF INSANE REJECTION 

There are invitations we might be tempted to reject: an invitation to an event you are not 

interested in, an invitation to a party that takes place at the same time as something else you 

want to do. There are other invitations which people would say you’ve lost your mind to reject: an 

invitation to go on a free tropical vacation, an invitation to go backstage and meet your favorite 

musical group, an invitation to the Super Bowl. We get so many invitations. Some we accept; 

others we reject. Where does God’s invitation to participate in his heavenly banquet rank? 

Scripture often pictures eternal life as a joyful party, full of friends and family, laughter, and the 

finest foods. Through a story Jesus teaches us how insane it would be to reject God’s gracious 

invitation to that eternal celebration. More, Jesus tells us what we need to get into that best of all 

banquets. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist ??? 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 902 Spread Abroad, O Mighty Word 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you invite us to trust in you for our salvation. Deal with us not in the severity 

of your judgment but by the greatness of your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 

The prophet Isaiah describes the heavenly banquet, where death and tears will be no more. How 

does one get in? Through faith in God and his salvation. 

6 On this mountain 

the Lord of Armies will prepare for all peoples 

    a banquet of rich food, 

    a banquet of aged wines, 

    with the best cuts of meat, 

    and with the finest wines.  
7 On this mountain 

he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, 

the burial cloth stretched over all nations. 
8 He has swallowed up death forever! 

The Lord God will wipe away the tears from every face. 

He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth. 

For the Lord has spoken. 
9 On that day it will be said, 

“Look, here is our God! 

We waited for him, and he saved us! 

This is the Lord! 

We waited for him. 

Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day: 84- In front of hymnal: How Lovely 

Second Reading Romans 1:16-17 

We are saved through faith alone. May we never reject this gospel truth. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 

who believes—to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from 

God is revealed by faith, for faith, just as it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 25:6 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 22:1–14 

Jesus tells a story of those who insanely rejected a king’s gracious invitation. 

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 

who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent out his servants to summon those who 

were invited to the wedding banquet, but they did not want to come. 
4 “Then he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invited: Look, I have prepared my 

dinner. My oxen and my fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to 

the wedding banquet!’ 
5 “But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to his own farm, another to his 

business. 6 The rest seized the king’s servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 As a result, the 

king was very angry. He sent his army and killed those murderers and burned their town. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those who were invited were 

not worthy. 9 So go to the main crossroads and invite as many as you find to the wedding 

banquet.’ 10 Those servants went out to the roads and gathered together everyone they found, 

both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 But when the king came in to 

see the guests, he saw a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He said to him, 

‘Friend, how did you get in here without wearing wedding clothes?’ The man was 
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speechless. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him hand and foot and throw him into the 

outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but 

few are chosen.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 573 Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 
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        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
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Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 568 His Robes for Mine sts. 1–2 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 

Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 884 Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship  

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 54, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,920.37, Given 

$2,115.25. To God be the glory! 
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