
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE IS COMING TO SAVE US 

First Sunday in Advent 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
December 3, 2023 

SERIES THEME: THE KING SHALL COME 

The Church Year begins with the season of Advent, which means “coming.” When someone is 

coming over, what do you do? It depends on who is coming and why they are coming. If it’s a 

good friend popping in for a quick visit, you don’t worry too much about how the house looks or 

serving a meal. But imagine the governor is coming over for an evening to give you some sort of 

citizen’s award. That’s a big deal. There is work to be done: deep cleaning, planning a menu, 

getting the yard looking its best, etc. So, is Advent a big deal? It depends on who is coming and 

why they are coming. In this worship series, we get the answer to those questions. We see that 

the King shall come. We see why the King came on that first Christmas and why he shall come 

again on judgment day. In this season, we also cherish the way our King comes to us today in 

Word and sacrament, establishing his reign in our hearts. 

THEME OF THE DAY: HE IS COMING TO SAVE US 

Rulers plan and administrate and govern. They typically do not save. If your house is on fire, it will 

not be the mayor who shows up to save you from the flames. If America were attacked, the 

President would serve as the commander in chief of the armed forces. The President would not 

pick up a weapon, go to the front lines, and fight to save you from the enemy. Jesus is different. 

He is both infinitely greater than all other rulers, yet also infinitely humbler. He does not consider 

it beneath his rank as King to risk his life for his subjects. He is willing to fight for us. He is willing 

to die for us. For King Jesus came into our world for one reason—to save us. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist ??? 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 495 The King Shall Come 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 



4 | P a g e  

THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 

All of us have become unclean, tainted by sin. So we needed our king to come to save us. 

1 Oh, that you would rip open the heavens and come down. 

Mountains then would quake because of your presence.[a] 
2 As fire ignites stubble and as fire makes water boil, 

make your name known to your adversaries. 

Then nations would quake in your presence. 
3 You did amazing things that we did not expect. 

You came down. Mountains quaked because of your presence. 
4 From ancient times no one has heard. 

No ear has understood. 

No eye has seen any god except you, 

who goes into action for the one who waits for him. 
5 You meet anyone who joyfully practices righteousness, 

who remembers you by walking in your ways! 

But you were angry because we sinned. 

We have remained in our sins for a long time. 

Can we still be saved? 
6 All of us have become like something unclean, 

and all our righteous acts are like a filthy cloth.[b] 

All of us have withered like a leaf, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+64&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18884a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+64&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18889b
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and our guilt carries us away like the wind. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 

who rouses himself to take hold of you. 

So you hid your face from us. 

You made us melt by the power of our guilt. 
8 But now, Lord, you are our father. 

We are the clay, and you are our potter. 

All of us are the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry, Lord, without limit. 

Do not remember our guilt forever. 

Please look closely. 

All of us are your people. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 24- In front of hymnal: Welcome the King of Glory 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

Our faithful God promises to enrich us with every spiritual gift so that we can stand firm as we wait 

for our king to come again on judgment day. 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 
4 I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus. 5 You 

were enriched in him in every way, in all your speaking and all your knowledge, 6 because the 

testimony about Christ was established in you. 7 As a result you do not lack any gift as you eagerly 

wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also keep you strong until the end, so that 

you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who called you into 

fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Mark 11:1–10 

On Palm Sunday Jesus rides into Jerusalem as a king. The crowd shouts, “Hosanna!” which means, 

“Save us!” 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King 
1 As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, on the Mount of Olives, he sent two 

of his disciples 2 and told them, “Go into the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will 

find a colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it, and he will send it back here without delay.’” 
4 They left and found a colt on the street, tied at a door; and they untied it. 5 Some who were 

standing there asked them, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 The disciples answered 

them just as Jesus had instructed them, and the men let them go. 
7 They brought the colt to Jesus, threw their garments on it, and Jesus sat on it. 8 Many people 

spread their garments on the road. Others spread branches that they had cut from the 

fields. 9 Those who went in front and those who followed were crying out, 

Hosanna!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest!  
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and restore 

the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent season so that we 

may rejoice in the coming of our Savior and long for his coming again. 

Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.  

  

Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your love with 

our own efforts. Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel sorrow 

for what we have done wrong.  

Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.  

  

Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to take on 

our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his Word and 

sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise to come 

and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever. 

Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love. 

  

As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day with the 

strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and renew us to love and serve 

you and all people.  

Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.  

  

Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving and 

celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love. 

Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his coming again.    

  

Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about Jesus. 

Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of sickness, 

pain, or loss. [Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give us 

opportunities to provide help to those in need.  

May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.  

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

 

Silent prayer 
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Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and may 

rest in the promises of the King who comes to save. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 309 The Advent of Our King sts. 1, 6 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 

Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 62, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,365.25. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
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