
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE IS BRINGING PERFECT JOY 

Third Sunday in Advent 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
December 17, 2023 

SERIES THEME: THE KING SHALL COME 

The Church Year begins with the season of Advent, which means “coming.” When someone is 

coming over, what do you do? It depends on who is coming and why they are coming. If it’s a 

good friend popping in for a quick visit, you don’t worry too much about how the house looks or 

serving a meal. But imagine the governor is coming over for an evening to give you some sort of 

citizen’s award. That’s a big deal. There is work to be done: deep cleaning, planning a menu, 

getting the yard looking its best, etc. So, is Advent a big deal? It depends on who is coming and 

why they are coming. In this worship series, we get the answer to those questions. We see that 

the King shall come. We see why the King came on that first Christmas and why he shall come 

again on judgment day. In this season, we also cherish the way our King comes to us today in 

Word and sacrament, establishing his reign in our hearts. 

THEME OF THE DAY: HE IS BRINGING PERFECT JOY 

The historic Christian Church gave Latin titles to each Sunday. They titled the Third Sunday in 

Advent “Gaudete,” which means “Rejoice!” As we reach the midway point of Advent, we 

remember that when the King shall come, he will bring us perfect and everlasting joy. Joy is not 

the same thing as happiness. Happiness is an emotion. Joyfulness is a condition. Happiness comes 

from your circumstances. Joyfulness comes from your King entering into your heart and assuring 

you of his abiding love and your glorious future. Therefore, happiness is fleeting. Joyfulness is 

enduring. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Timothy Richert 
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The Service, Setting Two (page 172 in Christian Worship 21)  

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn: 495 The King Shall Come 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 61:1–3,10-11 

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Savior-king proclaims good news of great joy for all those who are 

brokenhearted. 

The Year of the LORD’s Favor 
1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

to preach good news to the afflicted. 

He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release for those who are bound, 
2     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance for our God, 

    to comfort all who mourn, 
3     to provide for those who mourn in Zion, 

    to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

    the oil of joy instead of mourning, 

    a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit, 
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    so that they will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the Lord to display his beauty.  

10 I will rejoice greatly in the Lord. 

My soul will celebrate because of my God, 

for he has clothed me in garments of salvation. 

With a robe of righteousness he covered me, 

like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest, 

and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry. 
11 For as the earth produces its growth, 

and as a garden causes what has been sown to sprout up, 

so God the Lord will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up 

    in the presence of all the nations. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 71- In front of hymnal: God Is My Strong Salvation 

 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

The promises of the coming king let us live with joy, regardless of present circumstances. 

16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In everything give thanks. For this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 But test 

everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Keep away from every kind of evil. 
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, 

and he will do it. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:10 

 

 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel John 1:6–8,19–28 

John the Baptist teaches the infinite superiority of Christ Jesus. John was only a witness to the light. 

Jesus is the light who gives life and perfect joy. 

6 There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness to testify 

about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came 

to testify about the light. 19 This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent 

priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

“No,” he answered. 
22 Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.” 
24 They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 So they asked John, “Why then do you baptize, if you 

are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?” 
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26 “I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the 

one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 
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        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 

offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 

continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 

  

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 

and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

  

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it 

to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 

before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless… here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners 

who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
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Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 315 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord sts. 1–2, 6 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 493 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 | P a g e  

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 
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CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 62, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,365.25. To God be the glory! 
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