
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST AS GOD PROMISED 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
December 24, 2023 

SERIES THEME: THE KING SHALL COME 

The Church Year begins with the season of Advent, which means “coming.” When someone is 

coming over, what do you do? It depends on who is coming and why they are coming. If it’s a 

good friend popping in for a quick visit, you don’t worry too much about how the house looks or 

serving a meal. But imagine the governor is coming over for an evening to give you some sort of 

citizen’s award. That’s a big deal. There is work to be done: deep cleaning, planning a menu, 

getting the yard looking its best, etc. So, is Advent a big deal? It depends on who is coming and 

why they are coming. In this worship series, we get the answer to those questions. We see that 

the King shall come. We see why the King came on that first Christmas and why he shall come 

again on judgment day. In this season, we also cherish the way our King comes to us today in 

Word and sacrament, establishing his reign in our hearts. 

THEME OF THE DAY: JUST AS GOD PROMISED 

In Eden, mankind fell into sin, bringing death and despair to Paradise. God immediately promised 

to send a Savior who would undo that devastation. This Savior would be a descendant of Adam 

and Eve—a human being. Century after century, through the prophets, God reiterated and 

expanded upon that promise of a Savior-King. In a manger in Bethlehem, on that first Christmas, 

God’s promise was fulfilled. The perfect faithfulness God demonstrated in keeping all his promises 

about Christ’s first coming at Christmas is what gives us the certainty and comfort that God will 

keep his promises about Christ’s second coming on judgment day. The King shall come! 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Debbie Owen 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Hymn: 328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us ready 

for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading 2 Samuel 7:8–16 

The Lord promised King David that one of his descendants would establish an everlasting kingdom. 

8 You are also to say the following to my servant David. 

This is what the Lord of Armies says. I took you from the pasture, from following sheep, to be 

ruler over my people, over Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you went. I have cut off all your 

enemies from before you. I will make your reputation great, like that of the great ones on the 

earth. 10 I will set up a place for my people Israel, and I will plant them there. They will dwell there, 

and they will not be disturbed again. Violent men will not afflict them again as they did at the 

beginning 11 and ever since the day I appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. 

The Lord also declares to you that the Lord himself will make a house for you. 12 When your days 

are complete and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your seed, who will come 

from your own body. I will establish his kingdom. 13 He will build a house for my name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he 

sins, I will discipline him with a rod used by men and with blows of the sons of men. 15 My faithful 

mercy will not depart from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I removed to make room for 

you. 16 Your house will stand firm, and your kingdom will endure forever before you. Your throne 

will be established forever. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: 139D In You, O LORD, I Am Found 

 

 

 

 

Text: Wendell Kimbrough 

Tune: Wendell Kimbrough 

Text and tune: © 2013 Wendell Kimbrough. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Second Reading Romans 16:25–27 

The prophetic writings about King Jesus prove that God keeps his promises. 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you— 

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was veiled in silence for long ages past, 26 but now has been revealed through the 

prophetic Scriptures and made known to all the Gentiles, in keeping with the command of the 

eternal God, resulting in the obedience of faith— 
27 to God, who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

In the womb of the virgin Mary, God kept his promise to send a Savior who would establish an 

everlasting kingdom. 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.”  
29 But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of greeting this 

could be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with 

God. 31 Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” 
34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Listen, Elizabeth, 

your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even though she was called barren, and this 

is her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be impossible for God.” 
38 Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said.” Then the 

angel left her. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 

Sermon: Luke 1:26-38 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 

offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 

continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 

  

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 

and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 
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You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it 

to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 

before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless… here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners 

who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 349 A Great and Mighty Wonder sts. 1–2 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 341 Away in a Manger  
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 
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CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 62, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$2,365.25. To God be the glory! 
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