
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEVIL’S WORK UNDONE 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
February 4, 2024 

SERIES THEME: FROM THE RIVER TO THE MOUNTAIN 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Today, if someone says, “I had an 

epiphany,” he means he had some extremely important, life-changing revelation. Within the 

Church Year, that is the purpose of the season of Epiphany—to reveal important truths about 

Jesus Christ, truths that will indeed change your life. For most of his adult life, Jesus was known 

simply as Mary’s son. He followed his adoptive father, Joseph, into the carpentry business. People 

in his hometown of Nazareth probably thought of Jesus as a very nice man—hardworking, honest, 

a role model for others. (That is still how many think of Jesus today.) But around the age of thirty, 

the fuller truth about Jesus began to be revealed: his person, his power, his purpose. It started 

with Jesus standing in a river with John the Baptist. The biggest epiphany took place at a 

mountain, where select followers saw Jesus shining brighter than the sun. All these epiphanies—

all these revelations about Jesus—changed the lives of everyone around him. In this season of 

Epiphany, as we follow Jesus from the river to the mountain, may they change us too. 

THEME OF THE DAY: THE DEVIL’S WORK UNDONE 

Martin Luther once said, “Where God built a church, there the devil would also build a chapel.” 

Satan and the other demons hate God. They demonstrate hatred by hurting those that God loves 

in any way they can. The epiphany Christ wants us to have is this: demons are real, they are 

plenteous, and they are dangerous. But Christ would also have us see that he is continually 

undoing the devil’s work. More, through his Word, Christ Jesus gives us the power to resist the 

devil and stand firm in the faith. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist ??? 
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The Service, Setting Two (page 172 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 836 I Walk in Danger All the Way sts. 1–2, 5–6 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 173 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely only on the 

hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 40:27–31 

When the devil’s temptations make us tired and accusations make us weary, the Lord promises to 

renew our strength. 

27 Why do you speak, O Jacob? 

O Israel, why do you say, 

“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
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and justice for me is ignored by my God”? 
28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the eternal God. 

He is the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired, and he will not become weary. 

No one can find a limit to his understanding. 
29 He is the one who gives strength to the weak, 

and he increases the strength of those who lack power. 
30 Young men grow tired and become weary. 

Even strong men stumble and fall. 
31 But those who wait for the Lord will receive new strength. 

They will lift up their wings and soar like eagles. 

They will run and not become weary. 

They will walk and not become tired. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 103A: In front of hymnal-The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 

 

Second Reading 1 Peter 5:6–11 

Our enemy the devil may stalk us like a lion hunting prey, but the God of grace cares for us and 

promises deliverance. 

6 Therefore humble yourselves under God’s powerful hand so that he may lift you up at the 

appointed time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Have sound judgment. 

Be alert. Your adversary, the Devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to 

devour. 9 Resist him by being firm in the faith. You know that the same kinds of sufferings are 

being laid on your brotherhood all over the world. 
10 After you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who called you into his eternal glory 

in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you. 11 To him be the glory 

and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 40:31 

 

 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Mark 1:29–39 

The devil loves to see God’s children suffer. Jesus undoes the devil’s work. 

Jesus Heals Many 

 29 They left the synagogue and went with James and John to the home of Simon and 

Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was lying in bed, sick with a fever. Without delay they told Jesus 

about her. 31 He went to her, took her by the hand, and raised her up. The fever left her, and she 

began to serve them. 32 That evening, when the sun had set, the people kept bringing to him all 

who were sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door. 34 He healed many 

people who were sick with various diseases and drove out many demons. But he did not allow the 

demons to speak, because they knew who he was. 

Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place 
35 Jesus got up early in the morning, while it was still dark, and went out. He withdrew to a solitary 

place and was praying there. 36 Simon and his companions searched for him, 37 and, when they 

found him, they said to him, “Everyone is looking for you!” 
38 He told them, “Let’s go somewhere else, to the neighboring villages, so that I can preach there 

too. In fact, that is why I have come.” 39 Then he went throughout the whole region of Galilee, 

preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 850 It Is Well with My Soul 

 

Sermon: 1 Peter 5:6-11 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of time you came into our world 

to save us from sin and death. 

You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

  

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and 

teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to 

those doomed to death. 

  

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of 

salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your 

name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

  

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and 

each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they 

may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and 

the disheartened. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the 

petition.] Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn. 

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full 

light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 706 Come unto Me, Ye Weary sts. 1–2 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship  

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 58, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$1,470.25. To God be the glory! 
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http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

	Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship
	Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion
	CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com on the member connect tab or scan this code.
	Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork
	Personal assisted listening devices are available.
	800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com

