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SERIES THEME: RETHINKING RELIGION

Everyone has assumptions about God. Likewise, everyone has assumptions about religion.
Increasingly, those assumptions are negative. Americans are walking away from Christianity in
breathtaking numbers. It raises the question. How do those people know if their assumptions
about religion are correct? Do they really understand Christianity at all? Do we? Do we truly
understand this religion? In the season of Lent, as much as any other, Jesus teaches things that
turns the world's assumptions about religion completely upside down. We call it "Christianity.” So,
in this holy season, let us go straight to Christ and let him replace assumptions with truth. Jesus,
help us to rethink religion!

THEME OF THE DAY: RETHINKING SACRIFICE

In most religions the gods demand sacrifice. Followers are to surrender something of value to that
god. Money. Time. Possessions. Some religions have even called for human sacrifice. Even people
who think they aren't religious sacrifice to false gods. Take the man whose idol is success. What
he wants most is to rise through the ranks at work. So, to pursue that idol, he sacrifices his family,
spending little time with them. Throughout human history, false gods have expected you to die
for them. In Christianity you meet a God willing to die for you. Today we see that the true God
does not make our relationship with him conditional on how much we sacrifice for him. Instead,
we are at peace with God because he sacrificed himself for us. It is one reason why we call it
"Good Friday.”

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist ?22?
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Hymn: 430 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
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Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850
Text and tune: Public domain
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Confession
Scripture Ephesians 2:1-3

Made Alive in Christ

TYou were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked when you followed
the ways of this present world. You were following the ruler of the domain of the air, the spirit
now at work in the people who disobey.

3 Formerly, we all lived among them in the passions of our sinful flesh, as we carried out the
desires of the sinful flesh and its thoughts. Like all the others, we were by nature objects of God's
wrath.

Hymn: 947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy st. 1
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546
Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546
Text and tune: Public domain

Scripture Galatians 3:10

191n fact, those who rely on the works of the law are under a curse. For it is written, “Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the book of the law.”
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Hymn: 947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy st.2
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Scripture James 4:8-10

8 Come near to God, and he will come near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded people. ® Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be
changed into mourning and your joy into gloom. " Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he will lift you up.
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546
Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this, your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the
cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 52:13—53:12

It was the Lord's will to sacrifice his servant so that we might be justified.

The Suffering and Glory of the Servant

13 Look, my servant will succeed.

He will rise. He will be lifted up. He will be highly exalted.

14 Just as many were appalled at him—

his appearance was so disfigured that he did not look like a man,
and his form was disfigured more than any other person—

1550 he will sprinkle many nations,

and kings will shut their mouths because of him,

because they will see something they had never been told before,
and they will understand something they had never heard before.
"Who has believed our report,

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
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2He grew up before him like a tender shoot
and like a root from dry ground.
He had no attractiveness and no majesty.
When we saw him, nothing about his appearance made us desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men,
a man who knew grief,
who was well acquainted with suffering.
Like someone whom people cannot bear to look at,
he was despised,
and we thought nothing of him.
4Surely he was taking up our weaknesses,
and he was carrying our sufferings.
We thought it was because of God
that he was stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
5but it was because of our rebellion that he was pierced.
He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved.
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6We all have gone astray like sheep.
Each of us has turned to his own way,
but the Lord has charged all our guilt to him.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth.
Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that is silent in front of its shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
8 He was taken away without a fair trial and without justice,
and of his generation, who even cared?
So, he was cut off from the land of the living.
He was struck because of the rebellion of my people.
9 They would have assigned him a grave with the wicked,
but he was given a grave with the rich in his death,
because he had done no violence,
and no deceit was in his mouth.
10Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him
and to allow him to suffer.
Because you made his life a guilt offering, he will see offspring.
He will prolong his days,
and the Lord’s gracious plan will succeed in his hand.
1 After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life.
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He will provide satisfaction.

Through their knowledge of him, my just servant will justify the many,
for he himself carried their guilt.

2 Therefore | will give him an allotment among the great,

and with the strong he will share plunder,

because he poured out his life to death,

and he let himself be counted with rebellious sinners.

He himself carried the sin of many,

and he intercedes for the rebels.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: Christopher L. Webber
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, ed. William Walker
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Text: © 1968 Christopher L. Webber, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 713578

Tune: Public domain
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Second Reading Hebrews 7:26-28
Jesus is a superior high-priest, for he offered a vastly superior sacrifice.

26This is certainly the kind of high priest we needed: one who is holy, innocent, pure, separated
from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to
offer sacrifices on a daily basis, first for his own sins and then for the sins of the people. In fact, he
sacrificed for sins once and for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests
men who have weaknesses. But the word of the oath, which came after the law, appointed the
Son, who has been brought to his goal forever.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 53:4
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Gospel John 19:17-30
Jesus is sacrificed on the cross.

17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to what is called the Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha. ® There they crucified him with two others, one on each side, and Jesus in the
middle.

19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazarene, the King
of the Jews."

20 Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek.

2150 the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,” but that ‘this
man said, “| am the King of the Jews.""

22 pjlate answered, “What | have written, | have written.”

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one
part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from top
to bottom. 24 So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets
it.” This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:

They divided my garments among them

and cast lots for my clothing.

So the soldiers did these things.

25 Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were standing
near the cross.

26\When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 2? Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And
from that time this disciple took her into his own home. 28 After this, knowing that everything had
now been finished, and to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 2° A jar full of sour wine was
sitting there. So they put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his
mouth.

30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished!” Then, bowing his head, he gave
up his spirit.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt; Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, abr.
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487-1553
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 419 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle sts. 1-2
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Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530-609, abr; (st. 1): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; (st. 2): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021

Text (st. 1): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Text (st. 2): Public domain

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Bidding Prayer

Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil and keep
her faithful to her Lord.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Protect us from the assaults of the evil one and help us remain faithful to your
Word so that in every adversity, we may stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully to our
Savior's work, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God.

Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people. Preserve us
from divisive spirits and false teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ joyfully in
word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know their Savior better and be
strengthened for their lives of service, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that they remain firm in the simple faith
of Baptism.

Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear children by the washing of rebirth and
renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, that each day
they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure of
order in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the wisdom
to govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live peaceful lives in all
godliness and holiness, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many earthly
calamities that threaten us.

Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and famine,
from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives. Protect us
from all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and so that we may safely
pass through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one, true God
and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent.

Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw all
people to himself. Through the proclamation of your gospel, mercifully gather a people that are
your very own, that we may join together around your throne in glory to praise and thank you
forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us.

Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you, whose name we bear.
We ask that you change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate us without reason.
Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and find joy in your love,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial.
Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our grief and to carry our
sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling against
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temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your grace, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the
gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who
overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God's Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
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to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public
profession that you agree with what we teach.

Please use this time for silent meditation. Examination Questions on p.295 in hymnal.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Dialogue of the Cross

We glory in your cross, O Lord,
and we praise your holy resurrection,
for by your cross, joy has come into the world.

May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face shine on us—

so that your ways may be known on earth
your salvation among all nations.

We glory in your cross, O Lord,

and we praise your holy resurrection,

for by your cross, joy has come into the world.
May the peoples praise you, God;

may all the peoples praise you.

May God bless us still,

so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.

We glory in your cross, O Lord,

and we praise your holy resurrection,

for by your cross, joy has come into the world.
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Brief silence

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Hymn: 538 Jesus, My Great High Priest sts. 1-2
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1 Je - sus, my great High Priest, of - fered his blood and
2 To Christ, my sub - sti - tute, will I com-mit my
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died; my guilt - y con - science seeks no sac - rn -
cause; he an - swers and ful - fills his Fa - ther’s
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fice be - side. His pow’r - ful blood did once a -
bro - ken laws. Be - hold my soul at free - dom
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tone, and now it pleads be - fore the throne.
set— my Je - sus paid the dread - ful debt!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, abr,, alt.
Tune: Roger R. Ross, 1817-1899
Text and tune: Public domain
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