
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LIVING LORD GIVES PROOF AND PEACE 

Second Sunday of Easter 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
April 7, 2024 

SERIES THEME: RESURRECTION REALITY 

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big word: 

Indeed! Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending to 

another epic fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday. 

Easter is history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines 

reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been 

raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and 

Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has 

indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 

Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we 

look at life now. The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of 

Easter “a joyful week of weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this 

glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality. 

THEME OF THE DAY: THE LIVING LORD GIVES PROOF AND PEACE 

In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only one person. A 

self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special encounter with God. “No really! 

Just trust me. It really happened.” The resurrection reality is so very different. In the Great 

Resurrection Chapter (1 Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire paragraph listing all the people 

to whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of over five hundred at one time. It is 

like St. Paul is telling skeptics, “You don’t need to take my word for it. Hundreds of us saw Jesus 

back from the dead.” The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early 

believers. They knew there was more to their existence than just their time on earth. They knew 

the reality that eternal life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord. It gave them incredible joy and 

courage. May the resurrection reality give us the same. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Timothy Richert 
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The Service, Setting Two (page 172 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 849 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 

of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 18:1–11 

The Promised presence of the living Lord gave Paul the courage to keep on speaking the gospel, 

even when Paul was facing harsh persecution. 

In Corinth 
1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of 

Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all 

the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them. 3 Because he had the same occupation, he stayed 

and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 Every Sabbath he led a discussion in 

the synagogue, trying to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 
5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entirely devoted to preaching 

the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when they opposed Paul and 

slandered him, he shook out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I 

am innocent. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!” 
7 He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of God, 

whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed in the 

Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed 

and were baptized. 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, and do 

not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, because I have 
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many people in this city.” 11 He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 

among them. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 16- In front of hymnal: My Heart, Therefore, Is Glad 

 

Second Reading 1 John 1:1–4 

St. John reminds us that there were witnesses who saw and touched Jesus raised from the dead. This 

resurrection serves as proof that eternal life is ours. 

The Incarnation of the Word of Life 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life— 2 the life 

appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 

Father and has appeared to us. 3 We are proclaiming what we have seen and heard also to you, so 

that you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus 

Christ. 4 We write these things to you so that our joy may be complete. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 
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Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel John 20:19–31 

The risen Savior offers proof and peace to his disciples.  

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors 

because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be 

with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending 

you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever you 

forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.” 
24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of 

the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do 

not continue to doubt, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in 

this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 456 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 1–2, 4–8 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered the 

grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the 

good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have 

put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as 

dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 

loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by 

reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls 

and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind. 

[We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Remind them 

that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to raise them and 

give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
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Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word 

and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in 

eternal glory.  

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 830 We Walk by Faith  sts. 1–2  

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 58, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$1,470.25. To God be the glory! 
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