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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
July 21, 2024 

SERIES THEME: MEANINGFUL MINISTRY 

“Ministry” is one of those churchy words that is often used, yet perhaps not fully understood. 

Ministry comes from the Latin word for “service.” Ministry involves serving others with love, 

compassion, and empathy. Helping someone with physical needs is sometimes called 

“compassion ministry.” Helping someone with their spiritual needs, sharing the good news of 

Christ, is generally called “gospel ministry.” We misunderstand ministry if we think of it as 

something only ministers do. While pastors are called to perform gospel ministry on behalf of 

others, ultimately every believer is called by God to reflect Christ-like love and share the message 

of salvation as God provides those opportunities. In this worship series we will see our efforts to 

meet the needs of those God brings into our sphere of influence as meaningful ministry. In our 

service to them, those people see God’s love and God sees our faith. 

THEME OF THE DAY: JESUS MODELS A COMPASSIONATE SHEPHERD’S HEART 

In the ancient Middle East, a shepherd needed certain skills to do his job well: knowledge of 

edible grasses, ability to trim hooves, capacity to fend off predators, competency to birth lambs. 

However, the greatest qualification of a shepherd is much simpler. A good shepherd needed to 

care for his sheep. Without that, none of those other skills would be fully utilized. In Scripture 

meaningful ministry is often pictured as a compassionate shepherd caring for his sheep: Jesus’ 

care for us; a spiritual leader’s care for his “flock.” Certainly, gospel ministry requires specific skills: 

ability to actively listen to people, aptitude for applying the gospel to someone’s situation, etc. 

But ultimately, meaningful ministry requires a compassionate heart—a profound caring for others. 

An individual might know God’s Word backwards and forwards. But if they lack compassion, they 

will not fully perform meaningful ministry. Today, we ask the Spirit to see how Jesus models a 

compassionate shepherd’s heart so that we might be filled with that same compassion.   

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist ??? 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 554 The Lord’s My Shepherd 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us in 

our weakness, and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1–6 

The Lord chastises spiritual shepherds for not bestowing care and compassion on their flock and 

promises to raise up good shepherds who would tend God’s people. 

The Righteous Branch 
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! declares the LORD. 
2Therefore, this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds who shepherd 

my people. 

You have scattered my flock. 

You have driven them away. 

You have not taken care of them, 

but I will certainly take care of you, 

because of the evil things you have done, 

declares the LORD. 
3I will gather what is left of my flock 

out of all the countries where I have driven them, 

and I will bring them back to their pastures. 

They will be fruitful and multiply. 
4I will raise up shepherds over them 

who will shepherd them. 



6 | P a g e  

They will no longer be afraid or terrified, 

nor will any be missing, declares the LORD. 

5Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

who will reign wisely as king 

and establish justice and righteousness on earth. 
6In his days Judah will be saved 

and Israel will dwell securely. 

This is his name by which he will be called: 

 The LORD Our Righteousness. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 23- In front of hymnal: I Will Live in the House of the LORD 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 13:7-8,17–21 

The Lord keeps his promise to raise up faithful shepherds when he provides spiritual leaders who 

point us to the great Shepherd. 

  7Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Carefully consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever. 

  17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls as 

men who will give an account. Obey them, so that they may do this with joy and not with 

groaning, for that would be of no benefit to you. 

  18Pray for us, because we are sure that we have a good conscience, and because in 

everything we want to conduct ourselves in an honorable way. 19I urge you to do this even 

more, so that I may be restored to you quickly. 

Conclusion 

  20Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, in connection with his blood, which established the eternal 

testament— 21may he equip you with every good thing to do his will, as he works in us what 

is pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 6:34 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Mark 6:30–34 

Jesus is filled with compassion for those who go through life like sheep without a shepherd. 

Jesus Feeds More Than Five Thousand 

  30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all that they had done and 

taught. 31He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.” 

For there were so many people coming and going that they did not even have a chance to 

eat. 32They went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33But many people saw 

them leave and knew where they were going. They ran there on foot from all the towns and 

arrived ahead of them. 34When Jesus stepped out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. His heart 

went out to them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. He began to teach them 

many things. 

  



8 | P a g e  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 766 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service sts. 1–2 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 736 Lord, You Call Us as Your People 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 10:30 AM Worship  

Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 68, Offerings: Operating: Needed 2,854.90, Given 

$1,296.30. To God be the glory! 
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