
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ONLY FOOD WE REALLY NEED 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
August 25, 2024 

SERIES THEME: I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

“From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (John 6:66). What 

happened?! Jesus had recently fed many thousands of people. Everywhere he went, he was 

mobbed by a multitude looking for the hope and healing Jesus provided. In the first part of Jesus’ 

ministry, he was extremely popular. That changed so quickly. At this time many followers walked 

away from Christ. What had Jesus done that was so bad? He said, “I am the bread of life.” That 

statement seems, at worst, to be cryptic. It doesn’t seem offensive. But as the crowd grasped what 

Jesus was claiming, they decided they no longer wanted anything to do with him. Bread is a staple 

food, something people eat every day (especially in Jesus’ day). Scripture will sometimes refer to 

bread and water as all one needs to sustain physical life. In this worship series we will examine 

what Jesus is teaching when he calls himself “the bread of life.” We will discuss why people would 

abandon Jesus for making that claim. And we will wrestle with whether we would ever do the 

same. 

THEME OF THE DAY: THE ONLY FOOD WE REALLY NEED 

As Jesus concluded his Bread of Life discourse, many said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 

accept it?” and walked away. Read carefully. They did not say the teaching was hard to 

understand. The meaning was clear enough. Jesus was teaching that the only chance to enjoy 

eternity in heaven is through a close connection to him. He is the only bread that gives eternal 

life. That isn’t hard to understand, but it is hard to accept. Eating this bread means reordering our 

lives so that Jesus is by far our highest priority. It means loving the Blesser infinitely more than his 

earthly blessings. It means realizing that Jesus is the only thing we really need. If we had nothing 

but him, we would not lack anything that ultimately matters. Jesus watches the multitudes 

walking away from him. He turns to the Twelve—he turns to us this week—and he whispers, “You 

do not want to leave me too, do you?” May the Spirit give us the wisdom to answer, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”.    

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Timothy Richert 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 606 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be the 

way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and steadfastly 

walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Joshua 24:1-2,14–18 

Joshua asks the Israelites to remain faithful to God who had brought them out of Egypt. The Lord 

was the only God they needed or wanted. 

The Meeting at Shechem 

  1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel at Shechem, and he summoned the elders of 

Israel, its heads, its judges, and its officers, and they presented themselves before God. 

  2Then Joshua told all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel has said.” 

God's Message 

 From ancient times your ancestors, including Terah, who was the father of Abraham and 

the father of Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River, and they served other gods. 

Joshua's Admonition 

  14Joshua said, “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly and faithfully. 

Remove the gods that your fathers served in the region across the River and in Egypt, and 

serve the LORD. 15But if you see no benefit in serving the LORD, then choose for yourselves 

today whomever you will serve—whether the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 

or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household—

we will serve the LORD!” 
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  16The people responded by saying, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD in order to serve 

other gods! 17For the LORD our God, he is the one who brought us and our ancestors up from 

the land of Egypt, where we were slaves. He is the one who performed these great signs right 

before our eyes and protected us on the whole journey that we made and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed. 18The LORD drove out of our presence all the peoples and 

the Amorites who were living in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God!” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 11:24–28 

In faith Moses chose to be part of the people of God rather than remaining an Egyptian prince. 

Being with Christ in the true Promised Land was all Moses needed or wanted. 

  24By faith Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter when he grew up. 
25He chose to be mistreated with God's people rather than enjoy sin for a little while. 26He 

considered disgrace for the sake of Christ as greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, 

because he was looking ahead to his reward. 

  27By faith he left Egypt without fearing the king's wrath, because he persevered as one 

who sees him who is invisible. 

  28By faith he celebrated the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of 

the firstborn would not strike them down. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 6:68 

 

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel John 6:51–69 

When many left, the Twelve stayed with Jesus, who had the words of eternal life. The Holy One of 

God was all they needed or wanted. 

 51I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, he will 

live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

  52At that, the Jews argued among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 

  53So Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you do not have life in yourselves. 54The one who eats my flesh and 

drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the Last Day. 55For my flesh is real 

food, and my blood is real drink. 56The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains 

in me, and I in him. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the 

one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not like your fathers ate and died. The one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

  59He said these things while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 60When they heard 

it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching! Who can listen to it?” 

  61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, asked them, 

“Does this cause you to stumble in your faith? 62What if you would see the Son of Man 

ascending to where he was before? 63The Spirit is the one who gives life. The flesh does not 

help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64But there are 

some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who would not 
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believe and the one who would betray him. 65He said, “This is why I told you that no one can 

come to me, unless it is given to him by my Father.” 

  66After this, many of his disciples turned back and were not walking with him anymore. 
67So Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?” 

  68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening 

 

Sermon: Joshua 24:1-1,14-18 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 
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    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation of Council Members 

St. Paul wrote: “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 

all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If 

your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if 

it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 

generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 

 

The minister says to those being installed: 

 

(Name), you have been elected to use your gifts in special service in the Lord’s kingdom as 

[elected position]. 

  

I now ask you all in the presence of God and this assembly: 

  

Will you carry out your responsibilities faithfully to the glory of Christ and in service to his church? 

If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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The minister says to the assembly: 

 

Will you, brothers and sisters, support and pray for them in this work? If so, answer: We will, and 

we ask God to help us. 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

The minister addresses those being installed: 

 

I install you (name) as [elected position] in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

  

Let us pray. 

  

Gracious Father, you call your people to service and give them various tasks in the world and in 

your church. Send down on these workers your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the 

Lord. Grant grace and strength, that they may serve you faithfully to the glory of your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The minister addresses those newly installed: 

 

Go, then, and take up the work to which you have been elected. May the God of peace, who 

through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 

what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
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Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 826 From God Can Nothing Move Me sts. 1–2 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 932 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship   

 

Ladies Aid September 3rd  

 

Council Meeting September 8th   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 68, Offerings: Operating: Needed 3,138.30, Given 

$1,296.30. To God be the glory! 

http://www.bethelyork.com/
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