
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST HAVE POWERFUL ALLIES 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
September 29, 2024 

SERIES THEME: THE NEED FOR FOLLOWERSHIP 

“We need better leadership!” Have you ever said that? Perhaps you were frustrated with the 

direction being taken by some elected official or by management at your workplace or by the 

coach of your favorite team. You were frustrated because you know that no matter how many 

resources an organization has, it will flounder if leaders do not lead well: providing direction, 

training, motivation, coordination, encouragement, and even grace. Leadership is extremely 

important. And so, there are times we lament, “We need better leadership!” Jesus Christ is the 

leader of our congregation, our home, our lives. And his leadership is perfect in every way. 

Therefore, when things are amiss in any of those arenas, what is needed is not better leadership, 

but better followership. In this series, we ask Christ to empower us with his Spirit so that we might 

better follow his lead. May we better reflect the beauty of his life, better make his priorities our 

own, and better serve our God and neighbor. Our worship follows this path. 

THEME OF THE DAY: FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST HAVE POWERFUL ALLIES 

Green Berets. Rangers. SEALs. Delta Force. These special forces groups are part of the United 

States military. They are elite: highly trained with unique skill sets. Many of their important 

missions are carried out in total secrecy. Two weeks ago, we acknowledged that we are in the 

middle of a massive spiritual war. Today, we thank God that we fight this war with the protection 

of special forces. Since the fifth century, Christians have observed the Festival of St. Michael and 

All Angels. We commemorate that God has sent Michael, one of the great archangels described in 

Scripture, and countless of his fellow angels to protect and serve mankind. Let us rejoice that 

followers of Christ have powerful allies!     

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Timothy Richert 
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The Service, Setting Three (page 188 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 499 Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken sts. 1–4 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of 

angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as your holy angels always serve and worship you in 

heaven, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading 2 Kings 6:8–17 

As Elisha fulfilled his mission to proclaim the word and the will of God, the angels fulfilled their 

mission by providing Elisha with protection. 

Elisha Guarded by Angels 

  8Now when the king of Aram was waging war against Israel, he would make plans with his 

officials, saying, “My camp will be at such and such a place.” 

  9But the man of God would send a message to the king of Israel, saying, “Be careful when 

you pass this place because the Arameans are going down there.” 10So the king of Israel 

would send scouts to the place that the man of God had pointed out. So the man of God 

warned him, and he was kept safe—and not just once or twice. 

  11The king of Aram was enraged because of this. He summoned his officials and said to 

them, “Won't you tell me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 

  12One of his officials said, “No, my lord the king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells 

the king of Israel the words which you speak in your bedroom.” 

  13Then he said, “Go and see where he is. Then I'll send men and capture him.” 

 He was told, “Dothan is where he is.” 

  14So he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They came at night and 

surrounded the city. 15When the man of God's servant got up early and went out, there were 
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soldiers, horses, and chariots surrounding the city. So his attendant said to Elisha, “Oh no, my 

lord! What will we do?” 

  16He answered, “Don't be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are 

with them.” 

  17Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, open his eyes so that he can see.” Then the LORD 

opened the servant's eyes, and he saw that the hills were full of horses and chariots of fire, all 

around Elisha. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Revelation 12:7–12 

When war broke out in heaven, Michael and his angels defeated Satan and his demons. 

War in Heaven 

  7There was also a war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought with the dragon. The 

dragon fought back along with his angels, 8but he was not strong enough. There was no 

longer a place for them in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down—the ancient serpent, 

the one called the Devil and Satan, the one who leads the whole inhabited earth astray—he 

was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

  10I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying: 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

 and the authority of his Christ, 

  because the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 

  the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 

11They conquered him 

 because of the blood of the Lamb and 

 because of the word of their testimony. 

They did not love their lives in the face of death. 
12For this reason, rejoice, you heavens and those who dwell in them. 

Woe to the earth and the sea, 

 for the Devil has gone down to you. 

 He is full of rage, because he knows that his time is short. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 103:20 

 

 

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Luke 10:17–20 

We rejoice that Christ enables us to overcome the work of demons. We rejoice even more that our 

names are written in heaven. 

  17The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 

name!” 

  18He told them, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Look, I have given 

you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. And 

nothing will ever harm you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but 

rejoice that your names have been written in heaven.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 500 Lord God, to You We Give All Praise 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 

live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises 

and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 

sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 

them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 

lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 

gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who 

are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners 

who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 

patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 

prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 836 I Walk in Danger All the Way sts. 1, 6 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 199 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, at whose bidding 

the holy angels carry out your good and gracious will as they are sent forth to serve those 

who will inherit salvation. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown 

of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem 

us from sin. 
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 

under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 

our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 

welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 

Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 668 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 68, Offerings: Operating: Needed 3,138.30, Given 

$1,296.30. To God be the glory! 
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