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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
October 20, 2024 

SERIES THEME: THE NEED FOR FOLLOWERSHIP 

“We need better leadership!” Have you ever said that? Perhaps you were frustrated with the 

direction being taken by some elected official or by management at your workplace or by the 

coach of your favorite team. You were frustrated because you know that no matter how many 

resources an organization has, it will flounder if leaders do not lead well: providing direction, 

training, motivation, coordination, encouragement, and even grace. Leadership is extremely 

important. And so, there are times we lament, “We need better leadership!” Jesus Christ is the 

leader of our congregation, our home, our lives. And his leadership is perfect in every way. 

Therefore, when things are amiss in any of those arenas, what is needed is not better leadership, 

but better followership. In this series, we ask Christ to empower us with his Spirit so that we might 

better follow his lead. May we better reflect the beauty of his life, better make his priorities our 

own, and better serve our God and neighbor. Our worship follows this path. 

THEME OF THE DAY: FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST MAKE SELFLESS SACRIFICES 

“What’s in it for me?” It’s easy to look at life through the lens of that question, to make decisions 

based on perceived personal benefit. Perhaps at times we look at Christianity through that lens, 

wondering what we will gain from following Christ. “What’s in it for me?” Jesus first disciples 

asked that question. They hoped that following Christ would bring prestige and honor. They 

assumed following Christ would make life easier. But it doesn’t work like that. Followers of Christ 

are called to sacrifice for the well-being of others. “What’s in it for me?” Everything! Because of 

Christ’s ultimate sacrifice, followers of Christ have the peace of his forgiveness. Followers of Christ 

have the joy of meaningful purpose. Followers of Christ look forward to an eternity of glory in 

Christ’s heavenly kingdom. In Spirit-wrought gratitude, followers of Christ make selfless sacrifices 

with joy.  

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Debbie Owen 
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The Service, Morning Prayer (page 207 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 854 Church of God, Elect and Glorious 

 

Stand 

 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall declare your praise. 

  

Hasten to save me, O God; 

O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

 

Jesus Christ is Lord of all: 

praise and thanks to God! 

 

O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord CW 208 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 53:10–12 

The prophet Isaiah foretold that the coming Messiah would make the ultimate sacrifice to pay for 

our sin. 

10Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him 

and to allow him to suffer. 

Because you made his life a guilt offering, he will see offspring. 

He will prolong his days, 

and the LORD's gracious plan will succeed in his hand. 
11After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life. 

He will provide satisfaction. 

Through their knowledge of him, my just servant will justify the many, 

for he himself carried their guilt. 

12Therefore I will give him an allotment among the great, 

and with the strong he will share plunder, 

because he poured out his life to death, 

and he let himself be counted with rebellious sinners. 

He himself carried the sin of many, 

and he intercedes for the rebels. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: 62A- In front of hymnal: In God Alone My Soul Can Find Rest and Peace 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 9:7–12,19–23 

St. Paul shares his willingness to make great sacrifices in his effort to share the gospel of Christ. 

 7What soldier ever serves at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat 

some of its fruit? Or who takes care of a flock and does not drink milk from the flock? 8Am I 

saying this just from a human point of view? Doesn't the law also say this? 9Yes, it is written 

in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out grain.” Is God really 

concerned about oxen, 10or does he say this entirely for our sake? Yes, it was written for our 

sake, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher ought to thresh in hope 

of getting a share. 11If we sowed spiritual seed for your good, is it too much if we reap 

material benefits from you? 12If others have some right to make this claim on you, don't we 

even more? But we did not use this right. Instead, we endure everything so as not to cause 

any hindrance for the gospel of Christ. 

  19In fact, although I am free from all, I enslaved myself to all so that I might gain many 

more. 20To the Jews, I became like a Jew so that I might gain Jews. To those who are under 

the law, I became like a person under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that 

I might gain those who are under the law. 21To those who are without the law, I became like a 

person without the law (though I am not without God's law but am within the law of Christ) 

so that I might gain those who are without the law. 22To the weak, I became weak so that I 

might gain the weak. I have become all things to all people so that I may save at least some. 
23And I do everything for the sake of the gospel so that I may share in it along with others. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 10:45 

 



6 | P a g e  

 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Mark 10:32–45 

To disciples who sought glory and honor, Jesus taught that his followers would make selfless 

sacrifices for others just as he would be sacrificed for our sins. 

Again Jesus Predicts His Death and Resurrection 

  32They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was leading them. The disciples 

were amazed, and the others who followed were afraid. He took the Twelve aside again and 

began to tell them what was going to happen to him. 33“Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, 

and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the experts in the law. They will 

condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles. 34They will mock him, spit on 

him, flog him, and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” 

  35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached him and said, “Teacher, we wish that 

you would do for us whatever we ask.” 

  36He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

  37They said to him, “Promise that we may sit, one at your right and one at your left, in your 

glory.” 

  38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup 

that I am going to drink or be baptized with the baptism that I am going to be baptized 

with?” 

  39“We can,” they replied. 

 Jesus told them, “You will drink the cup that I am going to drink and be baptized with the 

baptism that I am going to be baptized with. 40But to sit at my right or at my left is not for 

me to give; rather, these places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 

  41When the ten heard this, they were angry with James and John. 

  42Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are considered rulers 

over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But 

that is not the way it is to be among you. Instead, whoever wants to be great among you will 
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be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first among you will be a slave of all. 45For even 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn: 540 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

We Praise You, O God CW 210 
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence 

and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to 

you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The following prayer is said: 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 

new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin 

nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study and Sunday School, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 68, Offerings: Operating: Needed 3,138.30, Given 

$1,296.30. To God be the glory! 
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