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SERIES THEME: WOUNDS THAT HEAL

Not all wounds are bad. A skilled surgeon takes a deadly sharp scalpel and cuts through flesh and
muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In the same way, we often say that words
cut us to the heart. Words can wound. Sometimes, however, those painful words provide the very
healing we need. “Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. So, with a
sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to hear them.
In this series, we might not like everything that Jesus says. Yet, to ignore what Jesus teaches is to
court eternal death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart. For while
Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal our very soul.

THEME OF THE DAY: THOSE WHO EXALT THEMSELVES WILL BE HUMBLED

Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a negative one. So, why bother talking
about what we already know? Because in spite of that knowledge, we still helplessly fall into the
trap of pride. We all desire acclaim, recognition, and praise. Jesus’ sharp words this week teach us
that seeking exaltation in futile and fleeing ways will only result in receiving the opposite. Those
who attempt to exalt themselves will eventually be humbled by God. In contrast, Jesus promises
that those who leave their exaltation to God will receive honor and glory far greater than any that
can be awarded in this life. Our exaltation does not need to be our responsibility, because Jesus
has already made it his.

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin
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The Service, Setting Two (page 172 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 737 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession w172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy cw2i13

Hear my voice when | call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of your Son in
true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and
minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Proverbs 25:6,7a
Solomon provides common sense about humility and pride.

Do not honor yourself in a king's presence.
Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,

’because it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than for you to be humiliated before a ruler
whom your eyes have seen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading James 2:1-13

James teaches that showing favoritism to those we think can provide us with upward mobility
shows a lack of mercy and puts us at risk of God's judgment.

Warning Against Partiality

My brothers, have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without showing favoritism. 2For
example, suppose a man enters your worship assembly wearing gold rings and fine clothing,

5|Page



and a poor man also enters wearing filthy clothing. 3If you look with favor on the man
wearing fine clothing and say, “Sit here in this good place,” but you tell the poor man, “Stand
over there” or "Sit down here at my feet,” “have you not made a distinction among
yourselves and become judges with evil opinions? >Listen, my dear brothers, has not God
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom,
which he promised to those who love him? But you dishonored the poor man. Don't the rich
oppress you, and don't they drag you into court? ’Aren't they the ones who blaspheme the
noble name that was pronounced over you? 8However, if you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.
9But if you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, since you are convicted by this law as
transgressors.

Keep the Whole Law

1%n fact, whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become guilty of
breaking all of it. "'For the one who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not
commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do commit murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. '2So speak and act as those who are going to be judged
by the law of freedom. 3For there will be judgment without mercy on the one who has not
shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Luke 14:11
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Gospel Luke 14:1,7-14

Jesus teaches some ways to demonstrate humility and promises that those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

Jesus in a Pharisee's Home

'One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat
bread, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the invited guests
a parable. 8When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline in the
place of honor, or perhaps someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by
him. °The one who invited both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’
Then you will begin, with shame, to take the lowest place.

19“But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one who
invited you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher place.” Then you will have
honor in the presence of all who are reclining at the table with you.

1"Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.”

?He also said to the one who had invited him, “When you make a dinner or a supper, do
not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich neighbors, so that perhaps
they may also return the favor and pay you back.

13"But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, #and you
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly, you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

7|Page



Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 729 Son of God, Eternal Savior

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a
love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and
make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to
defend those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has
forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.
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Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out
your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give patience
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Offering

Offering Hymn: 766 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service sts. 1-2
THE SACRAMENT

Stand

Preface Cw 183

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world
and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of
your Son, Jesus Christ.
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Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its
curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you.
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son'’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear
our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “"Drink from it, all of you; this

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186
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Be seated
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Distribution

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God'’s Word
together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord'’s Supper is all about.
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to
the Lord'’s Supper and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.

Distribution Hymn: 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 690 Blest Are They
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion
Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship

Yorkfest

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com

on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork

9
-’ Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 56, Offerings: Operating: Needed 3,135.71, Given
2,845.25. To God be the glory!

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com

16|Page


http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/

	Today: 10:30 AM Worship and Communion
	Sunday: 10:30 AM Worship
	Yorkfest
	CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact information, please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com on the member connect tab or scan this code.
	Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork
	Personal assisted listening devices are available.
	800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com

