
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
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BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | York, Nebraska 
June 28, 2026 

SERIES THEME: SAY IT OUT LOUD 

The Season after Pentecost features what Christ teaches, and Christians in every vocation are 

encouraged to say it out loud. The truths of God’s Word are good for the soul, useful for life, and 

more reliable than anything else in the world. Watch out for false teachers who come with wise 

sounding words and pious promises, but who do not base everything on the Word of God! Give 

thanks to the Lord for faithful servants in the ministry of the gospel and those who support them! 

THEME OF THE DAY: LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL 

Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. It is just as harmful to love good 

things in a bad order. For example, it would seem to be a good thing for a man to love his dog. 

But if he loves his dog more than he loves his wife, his “love” for both is disordered. For love to be 

healthy, it needs to be properly ordered. Christians love the people whom God has placed into 

their lives. But when those people desire something that God does not desire, Christians love and 

serve God above all. Properly ordered love leads us to be faithful to God and his Word. We love 

God above all because he first loved us.  

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Quinton Corwin 

Bethel’s Council: Tom Worster (President), Stan Nolte (Education), Alan Gotta (Head Elder), 

Quinton Corwin (Evangelism), Robert Richert (Trustee), Steve Remmers (Treasurer), Timothy 

Richert (Secretary) 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21) 

Hymn: 876 Fight the Good Fight 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 



4 | P a g e  

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our 

heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Exodus 32:15–29 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai he rebuked Aaron and the Israelites and led them 

back into worship of the one true God. 

  15Moses turned and went down the mountain, with the two tablets of the Testimony in his 

hand—tablets that were written on both sides, written on one side and on the other. 16The 

tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the 

tablets. 

  17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is 

the noise of war in the camp.” 

  18Moses said, “It is not the sound of people who shout for victory; neither is it the sound 

of people who cry because of defeat. But I do hear the sound of people who are celebrating.” 

  19As soon as Moses came near the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing, and Moses' 

anger burned. So he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the 

mountain. 20He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, 

and scattered it on the water. Then he made the people of Israel drink it. 

  21Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you have brought such a 

great sin on them?” 

  22Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn. You know these people. They are set 

on evil, 23so they said to me, ‘Make a god for us, who will go ahead of us, because this 
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Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.’ 24So I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, pull it off.’ So they gave it to me. 

I threw it into the fire and out came this calf.” 

  25When Moses saw that the people were out of control (for Aaron had let them get so out 

of control that they were disgraced among their enemies), 26Moses stood in the gate of the 

camp and said, “Whoever is on the LORD's side, come to me!” 

 All the descendants of Levi gathered themselves together to Moses. 27He said to them, 

“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man is to strap his sword on his thigh 

and go back and forth throughout the camp, from one gate of the camp to the other, and 

every man is to kill his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.’” 28The 

Levites did what Moses said, and that day about three thousand men from among the 

people fell. 29Moses said, “Begin your service of the LORD today. Yes, because every man 

among you took a stand against his son and against his brother, the LORD is bestowing a 

blessing on you today.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11–16 

St. Paul describes the good gift of faith. 

Fight the Good Fight 

  11But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal 

life, to which you were called and about which you made your good confession in the 

presence of many witnesses. 13I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all 

things, and of Christ Jesus, who made a good confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, 
14that you keep this command without spot and without fault, until the appearing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 15which he will make known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords, 16who alone has immortality, who lives in unapproachable 

light, whom no one has seen or is able to see. To him be honor and power forever! Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 10:34–42 

Jesus calls us to love him above all. 

  34“Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. 35For I came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36A man's enemies will be the members of his 

own household. 

  37“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves 

son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38Whoever does not take up his cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 

life for my sake will find it. 

  40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 
41Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward. 

Whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous 

man's reward. 42Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink 

because he is my disciple—Amen I tell you—he will never lose his reward.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus sts. 1, 4 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy 

Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the 

Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are 

trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word 

together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. 

You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to 

the Lord’s Supper and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Today: 9:30 AM Bible Study, 10:30 AM Worship and Communion 

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Study, 10:30 AM Worship  

 

Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who helped clean, setup the chairs and tables, and also put protective pads 

on the legs of the chairs and tables following the installation of our new flooring in the basement. 

 

WELS Camp Jefferson- Registration 

Registration for WELS Youth and Teen Camp Jefferson is open on our 

website welscampjefferson.org and will remain open until June 28th. WELS Youth Camp Jefferson takes 

place July 10th-12th and is for campers going into 3rd-8th grade. WELS Teen Camp Jefferson takes 

place July 12th-15th, and is for teens going into 9th grade up until age 19. We are currently looking for 

teen and adult volunteers to help as counselors and in the kitchen. 

  

Elizabeth Baumann Memorial Fund 

WELS Camp Jefferson is proud to announce the creation of the Elizabeth Baumann Memorial Fund. 

Individuals and groups can donate to the fund, which will help cover camp admission costs for families 

going through difficult times. To donate to this fund, visit  welscampjefferson.org/donate If you or 

someone you know is interested in receiving assistance via this fund visit welscampjefferson.org/faq - 

We will be accepting donations until July 2nd - in honor of what would have been her 75th birthday. 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact information, 

please fill out a connection card online at www.bethelyork.com on the member 

connect tab or scan this code. 

 

  Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethelyork 

   

 

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

800 N East Ave | York, NE | www.bethelyork.com  

Given to the Lord:  Attendance: Worship, Offerings: Operating: Needed 3,135.71, Given.  

To God be the glory! 

http://welscampjefferson.org/
http://welscampjefferson.org/donate
http://welscampjefferson.org/faq
http://www.bethelyork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bethelyork
http://www.bethelyork.com/
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